
 

 

 

Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Update 

Town of East Longmeadow 
 

 

8/1/2019 

 

 

 

  



Page | 2 
 

    Town of East Longmeadow 

Massachusetts 

  
August 2019 

  

 

  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

  

The Open Space and Recreation Committee’s first goal in updating this plan was to accomplish 

the update without spending taxpayers’ money.  With assistance from the Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission, the Town received $14,000 from the District Local Technical Assistance program. 

The town is obligated to provide a 5% in-kind match that will be applied to the project. As a result, 

this Plan was developed with the support of a grant through the District Local Technical 

Assistance Program and technical assistance from the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission and 

the following dedicated East Longmeadow Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee 

members: 

  

Donna Prather                   Recreation Director 

Diane Bishop                     Director of Assessing 

Gordon Smith                     Superintendent of Public Schools 

William Fonseca                School Committee 

Carolyn Brennan               Council on Aging Director 

Tom Christensen            Deputy Superintendent 

George Kingston                Planning Board 

Jeffrey Bosworth   Conservation Commission  

Connie Brawders/    Planning & Community Development 

Bethany Yeo               

Emily Slotnick                     AICP, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 

 

                                                          

  



Page | 3 
 

Table of Contents 

   

Section 1: Plan Summary 6 

Section 2: Introduction: A Statement of Purpose 7 

A. Statement of Purpose 7 

B. Planning Process and Public Participation 7 

C. Enhanced Outreach and Public Participation 8 

Section 3: Community Setting 9 

A. Regional Context (See Figure 1) 9 

B. History of the Community 11 

C. Population Characteristics 12 

2018 Population Statistics 13 

Population Density 15 

Income and Poverty 15 

D. Growth and Development Patterns 16 

E. Infrastructure 17 

Transportation Networks 17 

Water Supply Sewage Disposal Systems 19 

F. Long-term development patterns 19 

Zoning (See Figure 3, Zoning Districts) 22 

Section 4: Environmental Inventory and Analysis 25 

A. Geology, Soils and Topography (See Figure 4) 25 

B. Landscape Character 26 

C. Water Resources (See Figure 5, Water Resources & Figure 8, Aquifer Recharge Areas) 28 

D. Vegetation 33 

BioMap2 Priority Natural Communities in East Longmeadow 33 

BioMap2 Core Habitats in East Longmeadow 34 

Core 920 35 

Core 942 36 

Core 994 36 

Core 1013 36 

Core 1264 36 

E. Fisheries and Wildlife 38 



Page | 4 
 

Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species of Fauna 39 

F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments 40 

G. Environmental Challenges 40 

Section 5 - Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest 42 

A. Private Parcels 43 

1. Agricultural Lands & Soils 43 

Existing Farms and Farmed Land (Figure 12) 43 

2. Inventory of Significant Agricultural Lands 46 

Forest Land 46 

3. Less-than-fee interests 47 

4. Private Recreation Lands 47 

5. Estates 47 

6. Farms not under APR or Chapter 61A 48 

7. Major Institutional Holdings 48 

8. Other Resources 48 

B. Public and Nonprofit Parcels 48 

1. Public Conservation and Recreation Resources 48 

Town Owned Recreation Resources 48 

Town Owned Conservation Land 51 

Other Open Town Land (15 Acres) 53 

Section 6: Community Vision 54 

A.  Description of Process 54 

Open Space Plan Committee 54 

Section 7: Analysis of Needs 55 

A. Existing Resources 55 

B. Summary of Community Needs 55 

1. Preservation of Natural Areas 56 

2. Provision of General Recreational Areas 57 

3. Preservation of Agricultural Land 58 

4. Integration of Conservation and Recreational Uses 58 

5. Preservation of Storm Drainage 59 

6. Provision of Senior Recreational Space 59 

7. Special User Group Needs 59 



Page | 5 
 

8. Dual Use of Facilities for School Needs and Town Recreation 59 

SCORP and East Longmeadow 59 

Section 8: Goals and Objectives 62 

Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan 64 

Seven Year Plan Summary 64 

Year 1 (FY2020) 64 

Year 2 (FY2021) 65 

Year 3 (FY2022) 65 

Year 5 (FY2024) 65 

Plan Details by Goals 66 

Goal 1: Preserve open space, scenic areas, and rare plant and animal habitat to 

maintain the open character of the town. 66 

Goal 2: Preserve sufficient public open space to support the current level of outdoor 

recreation as well as the maximum projected population growth. 67 

Goal 3: Support existing agricultural operations to maintain a significant farming 

component in the Town economy for as long as reasonably possible. 67 

Goal 4: Integrate conservation and recreation activities 68 

Goal 5: Provide for the open space needs of older adults. 68 

Section 10: References 71 

Section 11: Chapter 61, 61A & 61B Properties 72 

CHAPTER 61 - FORESTRY 72 

CHAPTER 61A – AGRICULTURE 72 

CHAPTER 61B – RECREATION 73 

 Appendices  74 

Appendix A: Land by Ownership 

A-1: Town –Owned Land 

 A-2: Privately –Owned Land 

 A-3: Chapterland Privately –Owned Lane under Chapters 61, 61A & 61B 
Appendix B. Public Survey (conducted online) 

Appendix C. Agenda and Materials from OSRP Visioning Session, June 9th 2016 

Appendix D. ADA Self-Evaluation 

Appendix E. “Executive Summary” Brown Farm- Watchaug Meadows 

Appendix F: Endorsement Letters 



SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY 

Page | 6 
 

Section 1: Plan Summary 

East Longmeadow was settled in 1740 as part of Longmeadow.  In 1894, the Town of East 

Longmeadow separated into an area comprised of 13 square miles.   

East Longmeadow is fortunate to have some spectacular open spaces, including the “Brown 

Farm” property and a number of working farms.  The once frenzied pace of residential 

development that converted scores of acres to single family homes has slowed considerably 

and there is a trend to return to “small farming”.  Open space planning must be linked to the 

housing plan by ensuring that recreation areas exist for future residents and their children to 

enjoy.   It is the responsibility of the town officials to protect the most fragile lands from being 

developed.  By having open spaces and recreation areas available in town, future residents and 

employers will be encouraged to choose East Longmeadow for those quality of life benefits.  

Now that the Community Preservation Act has been adopted, the town is provided with a 

funding stream for parcel acquisition. 

The East Longmeadow Open Space and Recreation Plan update prioritized the following updated 

and relevant goals: 

1. To preserve sufficient public open space to support the current and projected levels of 

outdoor recreation and team sports with the anticipated growth projected for the town 

population. 

2. To integrate educational and recreational uses on all town-owned lands, including school 

and recreation property. 

3. Support new and existing agricultural operations to maintain a vibrant farming component 

in the Town. 

4. Preserve sufficient lands adjacent to wetlands to allow recreational use, such as hiking, 

nature study and cross-country skiing. 

5. Preservation of wetlands for storm drainage.  

6. Provide accessibility to Open Space for older residents and residents with special needs. 

7. To extend the second segment of the constructed bike trail and provide a mechanism to 

receive donations and pursue grant opportunities 

8. Upgrade Heritage Park 

To achieve these goals, the plan proposes to implement a phased acquisition of critical lands in 

their natural state through donation or purchase, the acquisition of some or all of the abandoned 

railroad right-of-way to develop a recreational trail, the promotion and support of local farms, and 

the identification and development of recreational facilities. 
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At the Annual Town Meeting held in 2015, $25,000 was appropriated for a study of Heritage 

Park to see what the feasibility would be to expand the passive recreation area, build recreation 

field and what other activities might be possible in this area.

Section 2: Introduction: A Statement of Purpose 

A. Statement of Purpose 

The purpose of this plan was to provide direction and to protect and enhance the open space and 
recreational opportunities in East Longmeadow. Examples include the Heritage Park Playground 
and Dog Park. 

East Longmeadow has a history of both public and private efforts to preserve open space and 

recreational opportunities. The Town has seen public and privately funded efforts, which resulted 

in the creation of the Center School Park, the renovation of the Pine Knoll Recreation Area, the 

Pine Knoll Pool, the creation of a Rail-Trail along the abandoned railroad right-of-way from Maple 

Street to Denslow Road and planning for additional team sports facilities. The Town has acquired 

the Pine Knoll Recreation Area and four major parcels of conservation land. This plan will help 

insure that future efforts in this area are well coordinated and in line with the needs of the Town.  

B. Planning Process and Public Participation 

The East Longmeadow Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) has been updated by the Open 

Space and Recreation Committee consisting of town department heads, board and commission 

members and a staff member of Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. The updated plan is based 

on, and supersedes, the 2000 Open Space Plan. All of the OSRP Committee meetings were held 

at the Council on Aging Building and were open to the public. The committee met nine times 

between August 2018 and April 2019 and these meetings were posted at town hall.  

The OSRP Committee conducted a structured public engagement effort to solicit input on the plan 

update, inviting public input through online and hard copy surveys. In February of 2016, the 

committee posted the East Longmeadow Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Survey to 

explore residents’ uses, wishes, and dreams for the town’s current and future open spaces. After 

12 weeks, 344 surveys had been filled out. The survey and results of the survey are included in 

the appendices. Please reference Appendix C. 

The East Longmeadow OSRP Committee held a public meeting, “OSRP Visioning Session” on 

June 9, 2016 at 6:00 pm at the Council on Aging, 328 North Main St., East Longmeadow to 

determine the town’s vision for open space and recreation and suggest goals, objectives, and 

actions. (Please reference Appendix D for the sign-in sheet and meeting agenda). Over 17 people 

attended this public meeting. During the “OSRP Visioning Session”, participants were asked to 

name important natural resources, open spaces, recreation areas and landmarks in East 

Longmeadow and then identify associated issues or conflicts. Meeting participants revisited the 

goals, objectives, and action plan items from the 2000 OSRP and discussed goals, objectives, 
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and “wish list” items for the future of the town, which have been incorporated in this 2018 OSRP 

Update.   

Since 2016, Endorsement letters have also been received from the Pioneer Valley Planning 

Commission (PVPC), East Longmeadow School Department, East Longmeadow Sports 

Associations, East Longmeadow Recreation Commission, Conservation Commission, Planning 

Board and Town Council. Please see letter endorsement attachments in Section 10.  

The evaluation of existing resources and determination of future needs was carried out by the 

Committee, based upon the 2000 Open Space Plan, the comments received at the “OSRP 

Visioning Session”, other committee meetings, endorsement letters and the existing Master Plan. 

The seven-year plan for meeting future needs was also developed, based upon the same 

information. This plan will be active for seven years. It is physically available at Town Hall and the 

Library as well as on the town’s website.  

C. Enhanced Outreach and Public Participation 

East Longmeadow has not been designated as being an environmental justice community.
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Section 3: Community Setting 

The information in this section of the Open Space Plan has been gathered by the Committee 

and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC). It attempts to set forth the cultural and 

environmental setting of the Town as it is now and as it is anticipated to grow in the next several 

decades. 

A. Regional Context (See Figure 1) 

East Longmeadow is a suburban town located in the Connecticut River Valley. It is a part of the 

Springfield-Chicopee-Holyoke Metropolitan Area and falls within the Connecticut River 

watershed. It is bordered on the west by Longmeadow, on the north by Springfield, on the east 

by Wilbraham and Hampden, and on the south by Enfield and Somers, Connecticut.  It consists 

of 8,339 acres of land and in 2017, had a population of 16,291. 
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Figure 1 Regional Context 
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East Longmeadow serves both as a bedroom community for the cities in the metropolitan area 

and as a hub of light industry, providing jobs for residents of not only East Longmeadow, but 

surrounding communities such as Springfield, Wilbraham and Longmeadow as well. The recent 

opening of additional healthcare facilities is a growing economic force in town.  This dual role, 

combined with its semi-rural character with an active agricultural element, makes for a vibrant and 

diverse community, with a strong desire to maintain the open character of the landscape, while 

providing for active and safe outdoor recreational activities.  

B. History of the Community 

William Pynchon led the first group of European settlers to Springfield in 1636. Eight years later, 

in 1644, some of them established farms on the rich plain along the Connecticut River south of 

that town. After a number of floods, they relocated their homes to higher ground along what is 

today Longmeadow Street. When Longmeadow was granted the right to form a separate parish 

with its own church and minister, it included all of the land in the future East Longmeadow as 

well. Those eastern lands were not divided up but were reserved for the use of all the residents 

and were called the Inward Commons, because they were the interior region relative to the 

Connecticut River. Because of the heavy forest cover, the residents of Longmeadow probably 

did not use the Inward Commons for grazing, but rather for hunting, firewood, lumber and 

perhaps for raising pigs, which could forage for acorn and chestnuts mast in the woods. The 

settlers also began to exploit the red and brown sandstone, which lay on and just under the 

surface of the ground. 

 This form of ownership changed after the appointment of Edmund Andros as Royal Governor of 

New England in 1686. Andros threatened to sequester all common lands for his own benefit, so 

the residents of Longmeadow divided their commons into lots and deeded them to individuals. 

Although this should have allowed for the settlement of East Longmeadow, the area was still too 

remote from “the Street,” where the meetinghouse and cemetery were located. The two sections 

were separated by the pine barrens and the roads were bad. 

It was not until around 1740 that the first settlers, including Jonathan Burt, Elijah Burt, and Silas 

Hale put up houses and began to clear the land for farms in the eastern section of the town. The 

Elijah Burt house is still standing at 200 Chestnut Street. 

 East Longmeadow was built on sandstone in two different senses. Sandstone is the bedrock that 

lies under the entire area, but it was also the resource that spurred the founding of the town. At 

first, the stone was dug from near the surface or from exposed ledges for local use in foundations 

and gravestones. The oldest surviving grave marker in town is made of sandstone. It stands in 

the northwest corner of the Baptist Village Cemetery at the corner of Parker Street and Hampden 

Road. It carries the date of 1784 and the name of Isaac, the infant son of M. Theophilus Swetland. 

In the mid-nineteenth century, the sandstone began to be exploited in a systematic way, and 

quarries were dug wherever high quality stone could be found.  This industrial expansion attracted 

many French Canadian and Italian laborers to the east village.  They swelled the population and 

had different views from those of the original settlers on “The Street.”  These differences lead to 
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the breakup of Longmeadow and the founding of East Longmeadow as an independent town in 

1894 

C. Population Characteristics 

Starting in 1930, the population was 3,327. Ten years later, it had increased by only 76 persons, 

to 3,403. By the late 20th century, the population was above 13,000, and in 2017, it had 

increased to 16,291.   

Table 1:  East Longmeadow Population Trends, 1990 - 2017 

  1990 2000 2010 2017 

Total Population 13,367 14,100 15,742 16,291 

{Source: U.S. Census Bureau} 

The population increases have occurred in the heavily populated districts in the northern part of 

the Town, but recent development has been concentrated in the less densely populated south 

and east parts of the Town. The volume of residential construction over the past decade 

suggests increased development pressure. From the Assessors records 627 Single-family 

homes, 133 residential condominiums, and two senior congregate living facilities (Bluebird 

Estates & the Reserve) have been built since 2000. 

Table 2: 2017-2018 Enrollment Information for East Longmeadow Public Schools 

Enrollment by Gender (2018-2019) 

  District State 

Male 1,354 487,594 

Female 1,270 463,816 

Total 2,624 951,631 

{Source: Enrollment data provided by the school department} 

Table 3: School Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity (2018 - 2019) 

Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity (2018 - 2019) 
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Race % of District % of State 

African American 3.5 9.2 

Asian 5.3 7.0 

Hispanic 8.6 20.8 

Native American .2 .2 

White 79.5 59 

Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander .1 .1 

Multi Race, Non-Hispanic 2.8 3.8 

{Source: Enrollment data provided by the school department} 

The total enrollment has decreased slightly over the last ten years.  The most recent projection 

for the next ten years is that the enrollment will begin to increase over the ten years, possibly 

reaching 2,800. {Source: New England School Development Council} 

Languages spoken in East Longmeadow Public School homes in addition to English include 

Arabic, Cambodian, Chinese, French, Gujarati, Hindi, Hungarian, Italian, Korean, Malay, Polish, 

Russian, Spanish, Swahili, Tagalog, Tamil, Urdu, and Vietnamese 

Table 4: East Longmeadow Population Projections 

Census 

2010 

Projection 

2015 

Projection 

2020 

Projection 

2025 

Projection 

2030 

Projection 

2035 

15,742 16,627 17,544 18,504 19,609 20,794 

{Source: UMass Donahue Institute} 

Population is expected to continue to grow gradually over time.  

2018 Population Statistics 

Race and Hispanic Origin 

White alone                                                          88.9% 

Black or African American alone                      4.9% 

American Indian and Alaska Native alone      0.1% 
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Asian alone                                                       4.5 % 

Two or More Races                                             1.3% 

Hispanic or Latino                                            2.3% 

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino                 86.9% 

  

Age and Sex 

Persons under 5 years                                       4.7% 

Persons under 18 years                                     20.7% 

Person 65 years and over                                  21.1% 

Female persons                                                   53.7% 

  

Population Characteristics 

Veterans, 2013-2017                                          1,168 

Foreign-born persons, 2013-2017                    5.6% 

{Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010} 

The age distribution of a town’s population affects the demand for open space and recreation as 

different age groups have different needs. Table 5 shows the population distribution for East 

Longmeadow in years 2010 and 2020 according to the U.S. Census Bureau and Donahue 

Institute projections.  The median age in 2010 was 45 years. Slightly over one fifth of the town’s 

population will be under the age of nineteen in 2020, and this percentage showed a slight 

decrease since 2010. The percentage of residents age sixty-five years and older will increase 

over this same period from 20 percent in 2010 to 24 percent in 2020. 

 

Table 5: East Longmeadow Population Distribution by Age 

 2010 % of Total 2020 % of Total % Change 

Total population 15720 - 17,544 - 10% 

Median age 45 - - -  

Under 10 years 1,710 11% 1,624 9% -5% 

10 to 19 years 2,231 14% 2,351 13% 5% 

20 to 24 years 676 4% 696 4% 3% 

25 to 34 years 1,217 8% 1,484 8% 18% 
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35 to 44 years 2,014 13% 1,923 11% -5% 

45 to 54 years 2,712 17% 2,423 14% -12% 

55 to 64 years 1,996 13% 2,802 16% 29% 

65 to 74 years 1,290 8% 1,965 11% 34% 

75 years and older 1,874 12% 2,276 13% 18% 

{SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU AND 2010 DECENNIAL CENSUS} 

Population Density 

The following is a breakdown of the population density in the various zoning districts in the 

Town: (D.U. = dwelling Unit) 

 

Table 6:  East Longmeadow Population Density 

Zone D.U./Acre Pop/D.U. Pop./Acre 

AA 0.5 2.8 1.4 

A 0.7 2.5 1.9 

B 1.3 2.7 3.8 

C 2.5 2.5 6.4 

{Source: East Longmeadow GIS Mapping System} 

Income and Poverty 

Median Household Income (2013-2017)       $ 85,221 

Per Capita Income (2013-2017)   $ 38,320 

Persons in poverty     4.5% 

{Source: U.S. Census Bureau} 

East Longmeadow’s median household income in 2017 was $ 85,221, over $30,000 higher than 

Hampden County’s estimated median income of $52,205. Nearly 70% of East Longmeadow 

residents earn more than $75,000 per year. However, not all East Longmeadow households are 

affluent. The town-wide poverty rate in 2017 was 4.5 percent. The child poverty rate was much 

higher with over seven percent of children under the age of 18 living in poverty. 
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The city’s poorest residents live in the densest parts of the town, primarily within the northwest 

quadrant. This neighborhood was represented at the outreach meetings. The survey was 

anonymous. There are no concentrations of non-English speaking residents. 

Economic and Employment Characteristics 

The major employers in town include Cartamundi, American Saw (a division of Black and Decker), 

Big Y, and Stop & Shop. In addition, there are several manufacturing businesses in the Industrial 

and Industrial Garden Park zones. American Saw maintains playing fields that are used by town 

residents. There are still a few remaining undeveloped parcels in the industrial zones. Recent 

new projects include medical use developments.  

There are many functional and operating farms in the town that range from large ones like 

Meadowbrook and Art’s Berry farm to smaller operations that work on a farm share basis. There 

are also tree farms that produce both timber and Christmas trees. Agricultural and forestlands 

contribute to the open nature and rural character of the town. Please see “Executive Summary” 

for Brown Farm- Watchaug Meadows, Appendix F. 

Table 7: East Longmeadow Employment Trends 

Year Workforce Employment Unemployed Rate 

2019 9,269 9,035 234 2.5 

2018 9, 120 8,857 263 2.9 

2017 8,903 8,596 307 3.4 

2014 8,596 8,188 408 4.7 

2009 8,099 7,580 519 6.4 

10 year trends 14% 19% -55% -61% 

Source: Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development (EOLWD) 
HttpL//lmi2.detma.org/lmi/lmi lur a.asp#4 

D. Growth and Development Patterns 
East Longmeadow was originally settled as a farming community. Today’s subdivisions tend to 

occupy the same parcels that were originally farms. Most of the older (pre-1831) houses that 

are not in the center of town were originally farmhouses. 

The expansion of the quarry industry, beginning in 1872, brought an influx of Italian and French-

Canadian immigrants to mine and dress the stone. The French-Canadians tended to settle in the 

center and the Italians in the northwest quadrant of the town. The few remaining, pre-existing, 

non-conforming, multi-family homes near the center of town are relics of this period. 
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Development in the mid-twentieth century was concentrated in the northeast and southeast 

quadrants, where water and sewer were available. When water and sewer were expanded to 

serve the entire town in the later twentieth century, the southwest quadrant began to be 

developed. The majority of recent development consists of higher-end single-family housing. 

Current development patterns are governed by the available land, most of which is in the southern 

half of town. This area is mostly zoned for one and 0.5-acre residential lots, and Industrial Garden 

Park. Development is constrained by wetlands issues in much of this area.  A considerable 

amount of building activity had infilled fully developed areas by dividing lots that are larger than 

the zone requires. 

As the value of land increases, the pressure to develop farmland will increase. 

Districts AA, A, B, and C are all zoned for single-family homes. Multi-family units are allowed in 

the Elderly Residential, Planned Unit Residential, and Planned Adult Residential zoning districts.  

Out of 8,339 acres in the town, 4,381, or 53% are zoned Residential (AA, A, B, C, ER, PUR and 

PAR).  Of these, 879 acres are still vacant or unused, but not all of the vacant land is developable 

due to wetlands issues. 352 acres are zoned Industrial or Industrial Garden Park.   

Generally, vacant industrial land represents an opportunity to increase the tax base of the town 

without a significant increase in service demand. 

As stated above, most of the new development in town is located in zones Res A (0.5 acre) and 

Res AA (1 acre), supplemented by infill by subdividing existing lots in zones A, B, and C. Thus, 

development consists primarily of larger homes on larger lots with some smaller homes being 

built in already densely developed areas.  

The Redstone Rail-Trail, which runs north and south between Denslow Road and Maple Street is 

heavily used, but has not directly affected development patterns. An extension of this trail north 

to Westwood Road or North Main Street is desirable. This plan is recommending improving 

accessibility for older adults and individuals with special needs. One of the objectives in the 

Town’s Master Plan is to improve the walkability index. The Town is in the process of 

implementing a Complete Streets policy. 

E. Infrastructure 

Transportation Networks 

The public road systems enable a significant number of people in the region to use present and 

proposed conservation and recreation areas in the Town.  Pioneer Valley Transit Authority 

provides limited bus service in town. The X90 barely goes into East Longmeadow but goes to 

the Big Y that is adjacent to the Springfield line. The majority of riders are from Springfield.  The 

G2 goes along Benton Drive, and there are limited trips to the industrial park. Heritage Park and 

the Dog Park are the only recreational areas that can be accessed by a bus.  The Council on 

Aging provides Senior Van Service Monday through Friday between the hours of 9AM - 3PM 

with the “Tri Town Trolley”. 



SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SETTING 

Page | 18 
 

The network of state roads serving the Town is shown on the map “Transportation Networks” (see 

Figure 2). The principal highways serving the Town are State Routes 83, 186, and 220.  East 

Longmeadow’s nearness to Springfield terminals and shipping facilities provide the Town with 

intercity and international courier service. Local airports include Bradley International Airport, 

located in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, Westfield Barnes Regional Airport, and Westover 

Metropolitan Airport.  Bradley International Airport is 21.6 miles from the center of East 

Longmeadow, Westfield Barnes Regional is located 20.3 from the Town and Westover 

Metropolitan is 10.8 miles.  

There is no rail service within the town. Freight service trains operating in the Pioneer Valley are 

the following: CSX Transportation, New England Central, Pan Am Southern, and Pioneer Valley 

Railroad. The Hartford Transit Line currently runs from Springfield, MA to New Haven, CT with 

nine stops. In 2019, travelers will be able to commute from Greenfield, MA to Manhattan's Grand 

Central Terminal. 

Currently the town maintains a 1.7-mile multiuse rail trail dedicated to pedestrian and cycling uses.   

Figure 2 Transportation Network 

 



SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SETTING 

Page | 19 
 

Water Supply Sewage Disposal Systems  

East Longmeadow receives its public water from the Springfield Water and Sewer Commission 

(SWSC), where it is treated before distribution. SWSC’s sources of water supply originates from 

a surface water supply located in Blandford and Granville, MA and are adequate for present 

needs, but according to the 1969-70 Metcalf and Eddy 'Water Supply Study' for the Lower 

Pioneer Valley Regional Planning Agency, they will need to be improved and increased to avoid 

deficiencies by the year 2020.  If the source of East Longmeadow's water supply increases in 

proportion to the estimated local and regional future needs, it is anticipated that the Town will 

have an adequate supply of water to serve the increase in population. Public water and sewer 

are available to all residences and businesses in the Town. 

F. Long-term development patterns 

According to 2018 data from the East Longmeadow Assessors Office, the general categories of 

land use in town are listed in the table 7 below.  
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Table 7: 2018 Land Use in East Longmeadow 

Type                        Percentage of Town Area Acres 

Residential Land (1) 51.3 4276 

Business and Commercial 2.6   220 

Industrial 4.4   370 

Town Land (2) 10.2   853 

Utilities (3) .24   20 

Recreation 3.6   296 

Agriculture 2.8   236  

Total in Use 75.2 6,271 

Vacant or Unused (4) 14.0 1171 

Town Total 89.2   7442 

{Source: Board of Assessors}  

1) Approximately 40 acres of church and cemetery land is included in this category, 

as are the elderly housing developments. Also included is acreage that exceeds 

the minimum parcel size and could be further subdivided for development. 

2) Town land includes schools, school sites, conservation land, police and fire 

building sites and tax title lots but does not include land owned by the Housing 

Authority. 

3) Utility land does not include the areas covered by right-of-ways for transmission 

lines, which are severely limited to buildability, but are now, or ultimately may be, 

parts of subdivisions.  

4) This category includes approximately 475 acres that are zoned or proposed for 

other purposes. 130 acres, industrial: 28 acres and future Town needs: 60 acres. 

Starting in 1991, Mass Audubon has documented how the landscape has been transformed by 

new residential and commercial development throughout the commonwealth. Their “Losing 

Ground” reports analyze landscape changes every five years on the municipal scale, with the 

most recent report published in 2018. The table below provides specific land use measurements 

for East Longmeadow from the 2018 report, and shows how the town ranks against other 

Massachusetts municipalities. As one of the smallest municipalities in the state by land area (281 
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of 351 municipalities in MA), East Longmeadow ranks 292nd in the state for percent of open land, 

88th for percent of open land, and 68th in the percent of developed land. Between 2005 and 2013, 

54 acres of natural land in the town was converted to development. Of particular note are East 

Longmeadow’s marks in the category for “Overall percent [land] protected,” with only 6 percent 

protected, ranking 327 of all 351 municipalities statewide. 

Table 8: East Longmeadow Land Use, Recent Development, and Protection, 2005-2013 

Land Use Measurement Acres Rank in Commonwealth 

(out of 351 municipalities) 

Total area of developed land (acres) 3,973 93 

Total area of natural land (acres) 3,334 289 

Total area of open land (acres) 1,025 183 

Percent developed land 48% 68 

Percent natural land 40% 292 

Percent open land 12% 88 

   

Total area (acres) 8,325 281 

Total area (square miles) 13 281 

Total area of new development (acres) 87 95 

Natural land converted to development (acres) 54 83 

Open land converted to development (acres) 33 112 

Total development (acres per square mile) 7 30 

Natural land converted to development (acres per sq. 
mile) 

4 28 

Open land converted to development (acres per square 
mile) 

3 59 

Overall area protected (acres)  486 320 
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Overall percent protected  6% 327 

Area protected 2005 - 2013 (acres) 0 309 

Percent BioMap2 Core Habitat protected 16% 294 

Percent BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape protected 0%  

Percent TNC resilient land protected 12% 304 

{Source:  Mass Audubon Losing Ground Fifth Edition Report, 2014} 

Notes: These statistics describe changes in land use between 2005 and 2013. Estimates of 

acres of land converted from a natural state to a developed state can be found here, as well 

as the rate of development in comparison to other areas. Natural land consists of forest, 

wetland, and water; open land consists or agricultural areas, bare soil, or low vegetation; 

development includes low-density residential and commercial/industrial/high density 

residential development. Percentage calculations are based on the state's total land area, 

excluding major waterbodies.  

Zoning (See Figure 3, Zoning Districts) 

The following table shows the number, types of districts, minimum areas, and frontages required 

by the town's current zoning by-law as revised in 1991 and amended through 2018. 
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Table 9: East Longmeadow Zoning Requirements 

District Minimum Area (Sq. Ft.) Frontage (Ft) 

Residence AA 40,000 175 

Residence A 25,000 140 

Residence B 15,000 100 

Residence C 10,000 75 

Commercial 15,000 100 

Business - 100 

Industrial   - - 

Industrial Garden Park 75,000 250 

Golf Recreational 40,000 175 

Elderly Residential 5 acres 200 

Planned Business 2.5 acres 120 

Planned Unit Residential 40 acres  

{Source: East Longmeadow Planning and Community Development Office} 

In May 1986, the Town Meeting approved a new Site Plan Review bylaw for East Longmeadow. 

This bylaw requires any proposed development, whether commercial or a residential subdivision, 

be reviewed and approved by the Planning Board. The Planning Board shall determine that the 

submitted plan meets certain stipulations before approval is granted. Two of these relate to open 

space planning. The first condition stipulates open space be preserved, which is consistent with 

the 1976 Master Plan. The second condition requires projects to protect agricultural land within 

the development and minimize any impact on adjacent agricultural land. The Planning Board 

requires developers to provide buffer areas, created through restrictive easement to the Town, 

when a development abuts adjacent farmlan
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Figure 3 Zoning Districts 
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Section 4: Environmental Inventory and Analysis 

A. Geology, Soils and Topography (See Figure 4) 

The surficial soils and topography of East Longmeadow are the result of the great Wisconsin 

Glacier that covered all of New England during the Pleistocene Period. As this glacier, one mile 

thick in places, advanced over the Connecticut River Valley, it scraped the existing soils away, 

gouged the bedrock, and occasionally deposited portions of its load, forming drumlins. A good 

example of such a drumlin in East Longmeadow is McCarthy Hill located at the curve in 

Mapleshade Avenue and the site of Oak Bluff Circle and Breezy Knoll Road. As the glacier 

retreated, it left behind a general layer of unstratified glacial till and lingered in the center of the 

Connecticut Valley, forming a large glacial terrace extending as far eastward as East 

Longmeadow. 

The three general soils found in East Longmeadow are the following: 

1.     Walpole-Scarboro-Wilbraham Association: 

This general soil area occupies about 19% of the Town. It occurs in nearly level and gently sloping 

drainage channels and in depressions throughout the Town. It consists of about 40 percent 

Walpole soils, about 25 percent Scarboro soils, and about 20 percent Wilbraham soils. The 

remaining 15 percent consists mainly of very poorly drained soils developed in original materials. 

This general soil area has slight limitations for wetland wildlife habitat development It has 

moderate to severe limitations for woodlands and farming, and severe limitations for recreation, 

commercial, industrial, and residential uses, because of wetness. 

2.     Urban Land, Sandy and Gravelly - Windsor - Agawam Association:  

This soil area occupies about 34% of the Town. Most of this soil is located in the western portion 

of the Town with smaller areas found throughout the town. It consists of about 40 percent Urban 

Land, Sandy and Gravelly, about 20 percent Windsor soils and about 10 percent Agawam soils.  

The remaining 30 percent consists mostly of well-drained and moderately well drained sandy 

soils. 

Most of this general soil area is in an Urban Land type that is unclassifiable for use. The rest of 

this general soil area has severe limitations for wetland wildlife habitat development. It has slight 

and moderate limitations for farming, commercial, industrial, and woodland uses. This area has 

slight limitations for recreational and residential uses. 

3.     Cheshire - Urban Land, Loamy Association: 

This soil area occupies about 47% of the Town. Most of it is located in the central and eastern 

areas of the Town. It consists of about 65% Cheshire soils and 20% Urban Land Loamy. The 

remaining 15% consists mostly of well-drained stony soils without hardpan, and shallow-to-

bedrock soils. Some of this soil area is in an Urban Land type that is unclassifiable for use. The 
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rest of this soil area has severe limitations for wetland wildlife habitat development and for 

commercial, industrial, or residential uses that will use on-site sewage disposal systems. It has 

slight to moderate limitations for farming, and slight limitations for recreation and woodlands. 

Because there are substantial areas in Town with severe limitations for building residential or 

other development uses, this land is better suited if left in its present state or developed for limited 

recreational use. This would also be advantageous to meet the growing need for conservation 

and recreational land. As stated in the Town Master Plan, much of this land can and should be 

preserved, as close to its natural state as possible. In addition to the wetlands, many of the 

existing streambeds should be preserved as greenbelts to preserve storm runoff, to relieve the 

monotony of continuous urban development, and to retain some of the aspects of the rural scene. 

B. Landscape Character 

The Town has an overall rolling landscape due to presence of north-south trending drumlins 

with rich wetlands concentrated in the valleys between these hills. This landscape tends to 

channel roads in a north-south direction and limits the number of east west through roads. In the 

southern part of town, the landscape opens up with beautiful views to the south and eastward 

towards the Minnechaug and Wilbraham Mountains. 
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Figure 5  Soils & Geologic Features Figure 4 Soils & Geologic Features 



SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY & ANALYSIS 

Page | 28 
 

C. Water Resources (See Figure 5, Water Resources & Figure 8, Aquifer Recharge Areas) 

There are three large and two small watersheds in East Longmeadow. There are 607 acres of 
wetlands and 13 miles of streams. All rivers and streams in town eventually drain to the 
Connecticut River. These consist of the Pecousic Brook, approximately 4 miles long; the 
Watchaug Brook, approximately 6 miles long; the Mill River approximately 2 miles long with its 
tributary Schneelock Brook; and Jawbuck and Freshwater Brooks, approximately 1 mile long. 
Hiking, fishing, cross-country skiing, and nature study are the main recreation potentials for these 
areas, but the majority of these waters are on private land.  

Pecousic Brook – 4 miles +/- 

Pecousic Brook rises at Indian Spring between St. Joseph and Indian Spring Roads. It drains 
most of the north and west areas of the town before flowing into Springfield where it forms the 
lakes in Forest Park. The major road crossings associated with Pecousic Brook that present 
possible flooding hazards and that threaten the brook from spills on the roads are on Porter Road 
at Mapleshade; Mapleshade Road at Mapleshade School; Elm Street; North Main Street at 
Rocky’s; Westwood near North Main; and Vineland Avenue.  

Watchaug Brook- 6 miles +/- 

Watchaug Brook has many tributaries in the south and east of the town and drains most of the 
eastern portion of the town. It flows southwards into Somers, CT, where it joins the Scantic River. 
The major road crossings associated with Watchaug Brook that present possible flooding hazards 
and that threaten the brook from spills on the roads are on Porter Road; Meadowbrook Road; 
Somers Road (two crossings); Pease Road (two crossings); and Lee Street. 

 Freshwater and Jawbuck Brooks- 1 mile +/- 

Freshwater Brook and its tributary, Jawbuck Brook, drain the southwest corner of the town. They 
join in Connecticut and Freshwater Brook flows through Somers and Enfield, forming a number 
of lakes that have developed residential communities. The major road crossings associated with 
Freshwater and Jawbuck Brooks that present possible flooding hazards and that threaten the 
brooks from spills on the roads are on Pease Road at Shaker Road; Shaker Road; Industrial Drive 
and Denslow Road. 

 Mill River- 2 miles +/- 

The south branch of the Mill River drains a small area in the northeast corner of the town. The 
major road crossing associated with the Mill River that presents possible flooding hazards and 
that threaten the river from spills on the roads is on Porter Road at Fenway Golf. The Mill River 
abuts the closed landfill on Allen Street.  

Scantic River 

The Scantic River drains a very small area of mostly agricultural land in the southeast corner of 
the town. There are no road crossings in town associated with the Scantic River. Wetlands there 
are extensive wetlands throughout the town, many of them being bordering vegetated wetlands 
associated with the river systems identified above. There are only a few isolated lands subject to 
flooding.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY & ANALYSIS 

Page | 29 
 

 

 

Figure 6 Water Resources 
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Figure 7 Major Watersheds of Long Island Sound 



SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY & ANALYSIS 

Page | 31 
 

  

Figure 8 Subdrainages of CT River Watershed 
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Aquifers  
There is one significant aquifer along the western border of the town abutting Longmeadow and 
under the Industrial Park as illustrated in Figure 8. 
 

A recreational 4-acre warm water pond is located at Heritage Park, an attractive community park 

located in the northwest section of Town on Main Street. It is used for ice-skating and occasionally 

stocked for fishing. 

The Town has established a floodplain overlay zone under the Zoning By law to control 

development in flood prone areas. The Town follows the federal and state regulations for MS-4 

storm water management. 

The Town is unique in the number and extent of its wetlands. They are primarily hardwood 

swamps, which are concentrated in the following: the Watchaug Meadows, the swamps drained 

by the Mill River, the wetlands forming the headwaters of Pecousic Brook, and the Jawbuck Brook 

area. These areas harbor a highly varied fauna and flora including three state-listed vertebrates, 

numerous birds, and rare wildflowers. They provide for local recreational uses consistent with 

their natural state, including fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, and nature study. 

 

Figure 9 Aquifer Recharge Areas 
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D. Vegetation 

East Longmeadow is highly urbanized and somewhat industrialized. Between 30 and 40 percent 

of East Longmeadow’s land area remains as woodland. This natural area of open space is fairly 

well distributed throughout the Town. The predominant native tree species are red, white, black, 

and scarlet oak, red and silver maple, tamarack, American beech, poplar and white pine with 

lesser amounts of pignut and shagbark hickory, white ash, sugar maple, tamarack, red pine, white 

and yellow birch and hemlock. The stands of trees and individual tree quality vary in condition 

and consist of all age classes with trees of less than 12 inches in diameter being in the majority. 

BioMap2 is the Commonwealth’s guide to biodiversity conservation, and is managed by the 

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP). BioMap2 identifies Core Habitat 

areas as those critical to the survival of listed threatened and endangered species, species 

identified on the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP; these species may not necessarily be listed 

as threatened or endangered), high-quality wetland and forestland habitats, and priority natural 

communities. Natural communities are assemblages of plant and animal species that share a 

common environment and occur together repeatedly on the landscape. BioMap2 gives 

conservation priority to natural communities with limited distribution and to the best examples of 

more common types. According to the 2012 East Longmeadow BioMap report, there are two 

exemplary or priority natural communities in the town. 

Critical Natural Landscape areas are large landscape blocks and upland buffers to wetland and 

aquatic habitats. There are five identified BioMap2 Core Habitat areas in East Longmeadow 

accounting for 599 acres of land, and no areas of Critical Natural Landscapes. Of the Core Habitat 

areas, Core Habitat areas Core Habitat areas, 96 acres (or 16.1 percent) are considered 

protected.  

BioMap2 Priority Natural Communities in East Longmeadow 

There are two types of Priority Natural Communities documented to NHESP from East 

Longmeadow: 

• Calcareous Basin Fen (1 occurrence) 

• Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamp (1 occurrence) 

Examples of the Calcareous Basin Fern and Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamp 

have been identified within an area identified as Core 1264, covering a segment of 

the northeast corner of East Longmeadow and parts of Springfield, Wilbraham and 

Hampden.  

Calcareous Basin Fen: Calcareous Basin Fens are sedge-shrub peatlands occurring in well-

defined basins that have calcareous water inputs. These uncommon communities are the least 

rich of the three types of calcareous fen communities described in Massachusetts. This example 

of Calcareous Basin Fen is unusual in its setting within a far more acidic community type, an 

Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamp. It is in good condition and is well buffered to impacts of 

human development. 
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Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamp: Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamps are forested 

wetlands dominated by Atlantic white cedar, with hemlock, spruce, red maple, and yellow birch. 

As in all Atlantic White Cedar swamps, water-saturated peat overlies the mineral sediments. This 

example of Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamp is moderately sized, of good quality, and largely 

undisturbed. 

BioMap2 Core Habitats in East Longmeadow 

There are five identified BioMap2 Core Habitat areas in East Longmeadow accounting for 599 

acres of land. They include five Species of Conservation Concern Cores, home to two reptiles, 

three amphibians, and two plants of conservation concern. A map and description of BioMap2 

Core Habitats within the town, as documented in the 2012 East Longmeadow BioMap2 report, 

are provided below:  

 

Figure 10 BioMap2 Core Habitats in East Longmeadow 
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Core 920 

A 167-acre Core Habitat featuring Species of Conservation Concern.  

Adult and juvenile Blue-spotted Salamanders inhabit upland forests during most of the year, 

where they reside in small-mammal burrows and other subsurface retreats. Adults migrate during 

late winter or early spring to breed in vernal pools and fish-free areas of swamps, marshes, or 

similar wetlands. Larvae metamorphose in late summer or early fall, whereupon they disperse 

into upland forest. 

Four-toed Salamanders live in forested habitats surrounding swamps, bogs, marshes, vernal 

pools, and other fish-free waters that are used as breeding sites. Most breeding sites in 

Figure 11 BioMap2 Core Habitat & Critical Natural Landscape in East Longmeadow 
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Massachusetts are characterized by pit-and-mound topography with significant sphagnum-moss 

cover. Eggs are typically laid in mounds or patches of sphagnum moss that overhang water. Upon 

hatching, the larvae wriggle through the moss and drop into the water, where they will develop for 

several weeks prior to metamorphosis. 

Core 942 

A 27-acre Core Habitat featuring a Species of Conservation Concern. The Natural Heritage & 

Endangered Species Program does not release information on particularly vulnerable species. 

Core 994 

An 83-acre Core Habitat featuring a Species of Conservation Concern.  

Four-toed Salamanders (see description above). 

Core 1013 

A 932-acre Core Habitat featuring Species of Conservation Concern. 

Climbing Fern does not have the characteristic overall shape of most ferns. Instead, it is an 

evergreen, ivy like plant, which sprawls over the ground or climbs clockwise short distances up 

shrubs and coarse herbs. Climbing Fern grows in moist pine-oak-maple woods with an open 

understory, in moist thickets, and along stream margins. This plant prefers acidic soils that are 

sandy and rich in humus, but nutrient-poor. 

Adult and juvenile Blue-spotted Salamanders (see description above). 

Four-toed Salamanders (see description above). 

Eastern Worm Snakes are small, glossy, thin snakes, and range from 4 to 11 inches in length. 

They are typically brown dorsally and bright pink ventrally. The Eastern Worm Snake is a fossorial 

snake, spending most of the year underground, under rotting logs and woody debris, and in moist 

piles of leaves and compost. The Eastern Worm Snake prefers moist, non-saturated, sandy soil 

and woody debris. It occurs in deciduous hardwood forest, mixed pine-hardwoods, pine forest, 

rights-of-ways, early successional fields, and ecotonal areas abutting such habitats. They are 

rarely observed due to their fossorial nature, small size, and dull coloring. 

The Northern Black Racer is a snake of young upland forests, shrub lands such as pitch 

pine/scrub oak communities and rock cliffs. Although relatively common, its range appears to be 

constricting and its abundance has been declining. 

Core 1264 

A 2,537-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core, Priority Natural Communities, and Species of 

Conservation Concern.  
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Aquatic Cores are intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological processes 

of the river or stream occur. They delineate integrated and functional ecosystems for fish species 

and other aquatic Species of Conservation Concern. 

Calcareous Basin Fens are sedge-shrub peatlands occurring in well-defined basins that have 

calcareous water inputs. These uncommon communities are the least rich of the three types of 

calcareous fen communities described in Massachusetts. This example of Calcareous Basin Fen 

is unusual in its setting within a far more acidic community type, an Inland Atlantic White Cedar 

Swamp. It is in good condition and is well buffered to impacts of human development. 

Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamps are forested wetlands dominated by Atlantic white cedar, 

with hemlock, spruce, red maple, and yellow birch. As in all Atlantic White Cedar swamps, water-

saturated peat overlies the mineral sediments. This example of Inland Atlantic White Cedar 

Swamp is moderately sized, of good quality, and largely undisturbed. 

Bristly Buttercup is an annual or short-lived perennial herb with small, pale yellow flowers. A 

habitat generalist, Bristly Buttercup grows in a variety of areas that tend to have open to filtered 

light and that are wet to periodically flooded. It often inhabits areas with some disturbance. 

Climbing Fern (see description above). 

Adult and juvenile Blue-spotted Salamanders (see description above). 

The Eastern Spadefoot is a short-legged, squat, big-headed toad with unmistakable cat-like, 

vertically elliptical pupils. This burrowing species requires dry, sand or sandy loam soils 

characteristic of Pitch Pine barrens, coastal oak woodlands or sparse shrub growth, interspersed 

with temporary ponds. It prefers areas with leaf litter, and may be found in farmland areas. In the 

warmer months, from April to September, the Spadefoot comes up to breed in vernal pools after 

prolonged warm and heavy rains. 

Four-toed Salamanders (see description above). 

Eastern Worm Snakes (see description above). 

The Northern Black Racer (see description above). 

The Town of East Longmeadow has a large number of public shade trees.  The Tree Warden is 

in charge of the care and preservation of all trees within the limits of any Town road or grounds, 

overseeing the care, maintenance or removal of all public shade trees. The objectives of the Tree 

Warden are to preserve, protect and manage shade trees through tree pruning and other 

preventative maintenance and enhance public safety by removing dead, dying, hazardous and 

utility conflicted trees.  In the interest of counteracting tree clearing due to development, the Town 

of East Longmeadow Subdivision Regulations require the planting of public shade trees in any 

new development. 
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Table 10: Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species in East Longmeadow 

Association Typical Canopy Typical Understory Typical Litter Layer 

Upland Deciduous 
Forest 

Red/white oak; 
gray/paper/black birch; 
beech, cherry, hickory 

Mountain laurel, 
flowering dogwood 

Ground pine, spotted 
wintergreen, 
snowberry, 

wintergreen, lady 
slipper 

Upland Evergreen 
Forest 

White/red/pitch pine, 
eastern hemlock 

Evergreen saplings, 
ferns, mountain laurel 

Spotted wintergreen, 
needles 

Upland Deciduous 
Evergreen Forest 

White/black/red oak, 
hickory, black birch, 
sugar maple, cherry, 
white/red/pitch pine 

Evergreen saplings, 
ferns, Mountain Laurel 

Spotted wintergreen, 
needles 

Deciduous Forested 
Wetland 

Swamp white oak; red 
maple; white, 

pin/red/black oak; 
hemlock; gray/yellow 
birch; weeping willow, 

hickory, butternut, 
white pine 

Highbush blueberry, 
speckle alder, common 

privet, vibernum, 
swamp azalea, button 

bush, swamp 
loosestrife, poison 

sumac 

Pink lady slipper, 
trailing arbutus, marsh 

marigold, skunk 
cabbage, jack-in-the-
pulpit, purple aster, 
cattails, reed grass 

Evergreen Forested 
Wetland 

White cedar, larch, 
white pine, black 

spruce, hemlocks, red 
maple, white pine 

Swamp azalea, 
highbush blueberry, 

sweetgale, wild raisin, 
speckled alder 

Common cattail, 
sphagnum, pitcher 

plant, violets, sensitive 
fern, tussock sedge, 

skunk cabbage 

E. Fisheries and Wildlife 

The Town of East Longmeadow once offered many locations to enjoy the recreational pursuits of 

hunting and fishing in its land area of over 8,000 acres. These opportunities are not present today 

due to a growing population and a shift from agricultural land use to residential and manufacturing 

factors. Much of the pheasant habitat is now occupied by manufacturing plants, and housing has 

ended the farm game hunting for a great many outdoorsmen.  A hunting by-law prohibits the 

carrying of firearms on any property without the written permission of the land owner. The 

Conservation Commission prohibits hunting on Conservation lands. 

Fishing opportunities are no longer available. Fish migration from the Connecticut River has been 

hampered by the dams located in Forest Park in Springfield. 

The wetland areas in the Town play host to a number of birds, small rodents, snakes, wild turkey 

and other wetland inhabitants. The town wetlands provide habitat for three state-listed vertebrate 

species: the Four-Toed Salamander, which is an unusual bog-dwelling amphibian; the Jefferson 

Salamander, which is considered a species of special concern, due to its scarcity and unusual 

reproductive biology, and the Spadefoot Toad, which is a threatened species. 
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Common mammals found in the town include whitetail deer, opossum, raccoon, eastern coyote, 

skunk, star-nosed mole, squirrel, bear and cottontail rabbit. 

There are no known wildlife corridors in East Longmeadow.  

Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species of Fauna 

There are three animals found in East Longmeadow that are protected under the Massachusetts 

Endangered Species Act. Certain projects that fall within Priority Habitats of the below species 

are subject to review and permitting by NHESP. These animal species can be found in the 

BioMap2 Core areas located throughout the town. The location of these species should also be 

referenced in any land protection efforts carried out in their habitat by the town or state. 

Table 11: Rare, Threatened, Endangered and Unique Animal Species in East 
Longmeadow 

Endangered Threatened Special Concern 

None 

Eastern Spadefoot, (Scaphiopus 
holbrookii) 

Blue-spotted Salamander, 
(Ambystoma laterale) 

Eastern Worm Snake, (Carphophis 
amoenus) 

 

{Source: BioMap2} 

Eastern Spadefoot, (Scaphiopus holbrookii) is a threatened species in the state of Massachusetts. 

It is a small grayish or blackish brown toad with cat-like eyes. The toad has been observed in very 

few communities in the state, but historic specimens suggest that it used to be more widespread. 

In East Longmeadow, it resides in the northeast corner of the town in a BioMap2 Core Habitat 

that encompasses land in Springfield, Wilbraham, and Hampden. This toad spends most of the 

year buried underground, coming above ground in the spring to mate in vernal pools and other 

moist areas. 

Eastern Wormsnake (Carphophis amoenus) is a threatened species in Massachusetts. It has only 

been observed in five communities in the state—all of them in Hampden County. The Eastern 

Wormsnake is a small (7-14.5 inch) non-venomous snake that can be found predominantly in 

deciduous hardwood forests, mixed pine hardwoods, pine forests, and early successional fields. 

The Eastern Wormsnake was identified in the two core habitats in East Longmeadow that cross 

into the neighboring communities along its eastern border. 

Blue-spotted Salamander (Ambystoma Laterale) is a species of special concern in 

Massachusetts. The salamander has been found in three BioMap2 Core Habitats in the eastern 

half of East Longmeadow, including core habitats that cross into the neighboring communities of 

Springfield, Wilbraham, and Hampden. These medium-sized salamanders with distinctive blue 

splotches thrive in mature deciduous and mixed deciduous-coniferous forests and woodland. 

They use vernal pools, swamps, and marshes for breeding. 
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F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments 

Outstanding scenic views are visible from several areas of the Town. They include:  Redin Drive 

off Pease Road looking south towards Enfield, Connecticut; from Holly Hill Road over the 

Connecticut Valley; from Prospect Street; and from Center Hill Park.   

East Longmeadow’s brownstone and redstone quarries are world renowned and provided 

employment for many of the townspeople. These quarries once furnished sandstone for the U.S. 

Armory in Springfield and many public buildings and colleges, including Mount Holyoke, Smith, 

Yale, Wesleyan and Princeton. Some of the quarries which are abandoned and not in use today 

provide water for recreation and wildlife. Other quarries provide excellent opportunities for 

geologists to observe and study these formations. The roads to these quarries were well built and 

are still available for multi-use trails. 

A special feature of the Town is its vast area of wetlands. Up to 1400 acres or over 10% of the 

land is considered wetlands, supporting a variety of wetland inhabitants.  Other historical 

attributes are the Little Red School House, Center Hill, Quarries, Norcross House, Town Depot, 

four cemeteries and our Historical Museum. 

G. Environmental Challenges  

The major environmental issues that may influence open space and recreation planning are 

automotive emissions, wetlands protection, and development pressure. 

The region is having difficulty meeting federal clean air standards. Open space and recreational 
planning will need to reduce motorized vehicle use. Encouraging alternate, non-motorized modes 
of transportation will be needed.  This would include bicycle routes and paths, as well as providing 
for recreational opportunities that can be accessed with no, or little, vehicle use, especially in 
newly developed areas. New and updated sidewalks will be needed to promote connectivity. The 
town is currently registered in the Massachusetts Complete Streets Funding Program to help fund 
and facilitate future projects. 

Wetlands protection is especially critical for the Town’s important wetland resources. These 

waterways run through heavily developed areas, and many bordering vegetated wetlands are 

threatened by development. The expected increase in vehicle use in the southern section of town 

will continue to threaten agriculture, open space and the wetlands located in this area. 

 In recent years, the Town has experiences a series of disruptive and dangerous weather events 

including the severe snowstorm of 2011, the 2019 October windstorm and the localized flash 

flooding due to high precipitation events 

Erosion& Sedimentation: Nearly all conservation areas and some parks are subject to some 

degree of erosion. The bank of the pond in Heritage Park experienced significant sedimentation 

issues in the spring of 2020 due to a buildup of sedimentation at the outfall of the pond.  On 

occasion sedimentation problems occur due to individual Home Owner Associations neglecting 

regular maintenance of their designated storm water systems.  
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Chronic Flooding: East Longmeadow in general does not experience chronic flooding. During high 

volume rain events street flooding occurs at a relatively small frequency, as the stormwater 

infrastructure has been designed to move water off streets quickly. The Jawbuck Reservoir Dam 

is town-owned and does not currently serve a function as the reservoir is no longer used for 

irrigation purposes. The dam is often spilling over and faces a great amount of pressure from the 

reservoir behind it. Collaboratation with the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 

and the Office of Dam Safety to secure funding to conduct a dam removal study for Jawbuck Dam 

and conduct outreach to owners of privately-owned dams to understand safety and maintenance 

concerns have been identified as recommended actions to improve the function of the Dam. 

Invasive Species: Of particular importance is the prevalence of large stands of non-native 

vegetation in East Longmeadow’s open space areas. Species such as bittersweet, buckthorn and 

knotweed have had significant detrimental effects on the diversity of tree and shrub species in the 

Town. Significant resources have and will continue to be required to help return our green spaces 

to native, diverse populations. Invasive management plans will need to be developed for 

Conservation areas.  

Forestry: Forests and street trees, increasingly damaged by influxes of harmful pests, are 

vulnerable to impacts of storms with high winds and/or accumulation from freezing precipitation. 

Unhealthy trees and their limbs are more likely to be brought down by the weight of snow, ice, or 

water and under the force of wind, increasing the risks of prolonged power outages and hazards 

to residents and infrastructure. The magnitude and intensity of these events over the course of 

just a few years has increased awareness of natural hazards along with climate change and 

motivated East Longmeadow to comprehensively improve resilience at the individual and 

municipal level. In the 2020 Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness workshop findings, the Town 

identified that a town-wide inventory of public trees is needed to identify those in need of 

maintenance or removal given the new pests and diseases affecting trees due to the climate crisis 

and our changing temperatures, and create a community resilient tree management plan.   

Environmental Equity: The distribution of open space areas in East Longmeadow is widespread. 

The major open space areas are spread throughout the Town, have marked hiking trails, and 

are freely accessible to all. 

LANDFILLS (capping incomplete on all sites) 

● Allen Street Landfill: 212-252 Allen Street  

● Callender Avenue Yard Waste Dump: Callender Avenue/Leo Avenue 

● Kibbe Road Dump: Kibbe Road 

● Paper Street Property: Paper Street 

● Somers Road Landfill: 170 Somers Road 

● Somers Road Stump Dump: 190-194 Somers Road 

HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES 

● RE Phelon Site (Release Tracking Number 1-17724): 70 Maple Street
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Section 5 - Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest  

Under this section, the term “protected” refers to publicly owned parcels such as municipal parks, 

federal facilities, municipal conservation areas and municipal school playgrounds. Open Space 

and Recreation areas are essential when establishing and maintaining a healthy, livable 

community.  Conserving land is crucial to protecting natural areas and for the preservation of 

community existence.  Through the years the purpose and value of open space has changed.  It 

has always provided, and will continue to provide, a stable habitat for countless species of animals 

and plants; it helps preserve the water cycle in streams and wetland areas, and it provides a 

healthy area for pollination.  Lately though, open space has taken on greater roles; it helps Town 

residents to enjoy the benefits of interacting with the natural world, something becoming 

increasingly rare in our technological, artificial world.  It helps preserve the aesthetic, rural and 

historic character of the Town and serves as a passive recreational source, which provides 

residents with a fun way to get in fitness activity. 

Outdoor recreation generates economic activity in the town. There are two 18 hole golf courses, 

one par-three golf course, two bicycle shops and numerous businesses selling sports clothing 

and equipment as well as food. There are several commercial fitness centers that utilize the rail 

trail and train athletes. 

Development in our town is fragmenting our woodlands and farmlands which jeopardize the many 

benefits the countryside provides to people and nature. Changes to the land compromise natural 

resources and undermine the intrinsic beauty of the landscape. Protecting the surroundings and 

the benefit this provides ensures an environmentally and economically sound future for the Town. 

At the time this report was compiled, there were several parcels protected under Chapter 61 - 

Forestry, 61A - Agricultural/Horticultural, and 61B - Recreational. Currently there is no Agricultural 

Preservation or Conservation Restrictions in place in the Town. Town owned lands deeded to the 

Conservation Commission are protected under state law. 

Summary:  The current open space and recreation land is distributed as given in Table 12: 2018 
East Longmeadow Conservation Land and Appendix A. The land areas and percentages are best 
estimates, based on records from the Assessor’s Office, other Town records and maps. Detailed 
breakdowns of the various categories, with comments on specific parcels of land, are given in the 
subsections below: 
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Table 12: 2018 East Longmeadow Conservation Land 

Classification Acres Percent 

A. Town Owned School and Recreation Land 247 3.0 

B. Town Owned Conservation Land 297 3.6 

C. Other Open Town Land 24 0.03 

D. Significant Agricultural Lands 408 4.9 

E.  Private Recreation Lands 256 3.1 

F.  Other Private Lands 267 3.2 

Totals 1499 18.0 

Note:  Figures are based on a total Town area of 8339 acres 

A. Private Parcels 

1. Agricultural Lands & Soils 

Existing Farms and Farmed Land (Figure 12) 

Figure 12 shows the location of land that was under chapters 61A and 61B during the 2017 and 

2018 growing seasons. It is likely that certain parcels dedicated for agriculture have not been 

included on this map. The farm resource lands of the Town are uniformly distributed throughout 

the lesser developed sections on its eastern, southern, and southwestern borders. 

Specific farms that are listed as such in the real property lists include: the Wiejec property on 

Porter Road (vegetables); the Valonen Farm on Parker Street (small fruits);  Meadowbrook Farm 

on Meadowbrook Road (vegetables and flowers); Burney Farm at Markham Road and Allen 

Street (vegetables & flowers); Fitzgerald Farm at 171 Porter Road (vegetables); Pomeroy Farm 

(vegetables) on Hampden Road; The Apple Place on Somers Road (fruit); Goldstein on South 

Bend (vegetables); East Meadow Farm at 135 Parker – Turnberg (livestock and vegetables) and 

the Bilton Tree Farm and the Redstone Farm (Pearson) on Pease Road.  Other commercial 

operations include several Christmas tree farms. 
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The soils of East Longmeadow are rich and varied and has the ability to support a much larger 

agricultural production. The prime soils are concentrated in the southern and eastern fringe of the 

Town. Figure 4 provides details of the type and location of soils that are suited for agriculture in 

the Town. "Prime" soils as classified by the Soil Conservation Service of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture are indicated. These are Class I and II soils that can support crops with little or no 

improvement (aside from removing trees where necessary). "Farmland of statewide importance" 

is also shown. This category involves Class III soils that can be used for productive farmland with 

only modest improvements, the major improvement being the removal of stones from the surface. 

Some of the farmland of statewide importance is also either sandy or wet, but is still useful for 

pasturage or meadow. 

Protecting the prime soils should be a priority for the Town. 
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Figure 12 Protected & Recreation Open Space 
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2. Inventory of Significant Agricultural Lands 

Farm Land 

Wiejec Farm - Porter Road         20 Acres (est) 

This farm abuts Meadowbrook School and the Jarvis Nature Sanctuary.  This extension of the 

Jarvis Nature Sanctuary is a habitat for game birds, raptors and small mammals.  This area also 

provides a sanctuary with beautiful unobstructed views of the Wilbraham and Minnechaug 

Mountains. The creeks which cross this property feed the Mill River and provide drainage for 

wetlands on both sides of Parker Street.  

Meadowbrook Farm - Somers Road       78 Acres (est) 

This produce farm has been in operation for many decades. It occupies prime farmland at the 

intersection of Somers Road and Meadowbrook Road.  It represents significant amounts of 

open space in the rapidly developing southeast corner of the Town. In 1975, Northeast Utilities 

Co. purchased certain parcels and presently leases the land to a local farmer for agricultural 

purposes. The land is threatened by increasing residential development. 

Goldstein Farm - Pease Road       59 Acres (est) 

Up until recently, the Goldstein farm was active for many years. It began as a chicken and dairy 

farm, transitioned to a hay, and feed corn farm.   The farm is no longer active and portions of the 

farm are being developed into residential properties. 

 

Redstone Farms and Barns - Pease Road                111 Acres (est) 

This tract of land is under a Forest Management Plan under Chapter 61A. 

Forest Land 

Watchaug Meadows - Parker/Porter/Kibbe/Hampden    430 Acres 

This extensive area of hardwood swamp and forest is one of the largest contiguous open 

spaces in the Town. It covers about 430 acres, 190 (44%) of which are Town-owned 

conservation lands. The remaining are privately owned. Two major power lines and an 

underground pipeline cross this area. It contains several inactive redstone quarries and is 

currently used by residents for passive outdoor recreation, including hiking, cross-country skiing, 

and nature study. It is a major warbler resting area during spring migration and both Red-Tailed 

Hawks and Great Horned Owls nest here. 

Two state-listed vertebrate species, the Four-Toed Salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum) and the 

Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum), have been identified in this tract and its 

extension south of Somers Road In recent years, Hemidactylium scutatum has been listed as a 



 

SECTION 5: INVENTORY OF LANDS 

CONSERVATION & RECREATION 

Page | 47 
 

threatened species and Ambystoma jeffersonianum has been listed as a species of special 

concern. 

Southern Boundary         322 Acres 

This area includes a broad stretch of open land south of Pease Road with a major power line. 

Mill Road Wetlands             67 Acres 

This area is located along the Hampden town line and is traversed by Watchaug Brook. It 

crosses several privately owned lots. The area is used for hiking, outdoor recreation and 

hunting. 

Prospect-Shaker-Pease South         102 Acres 

Pine Quarry– Chestnut Street (Conservation)      16 Acres          

Chestnut Street and Benton Drive (Town)      6.21 Acres 

Chestnut Street (Town)         10 Acres  

Prospect – Somers (Private Developer)       65 Acres 

This area is wooded and includes an extension of the Watchaug Meadows and may include 

occurrences of the two state-listed vertebrates discussed under that tract.  

3. Less-than-fee interests  

None 

4. Private Recreation Lands 

Elmcrest Country Club        111 Acres 

Privately Owned - Zoned Golf-Recreational a large, beautifully landscaped 18-hole golf course. 

Franconia Golf Course         71 Acres 

Owned by City of Springfield, zoned Non-Taxable Property, a large, beautifully landscaped 18-

hole golf course.          

Fenway Golf - Allen Street Privately Owned    50 Acres Zoned  

Residence "A" Driving range, Pitch & Putt, 18-hole par 3 golf course, batting cages. 

American Saw & Manufacturing (Lenox) Playing Fields    1 Acre  

5. Estates 

None 
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6. Farms not under APR or Chapter 61A 

None 

7. Major Institutional Holdings   

Bay Path University         11.5 Acres 

8. Other Resources 

Abandoned Railroad Right of Way       4 linear miles 

Guilford Transportation owns an abandoned railroad 50 ft. wide right-of-way which runs on a 

north-south line through the center of town from Springfield MA to Enfield CT. The town 

collaborated with the state to create a recreational trail for bicycling, hiking and other forms of 

non-motorized recreation.  This trail cuts a 1.8-mile path from Denslow Road located behind 

Cartamundi, to Maple Street, just off the rotary in the center of town.  The town would like to 

continue the trail northerly; however, other portions of it are threatened by subdivisions. 

Other Parcels          600 Acres 

It is estimated that there are approximately 600 additional acres of privately owned open space 

in smaller parcels scattered throughout the Town. 

B. Public and Nonprofit Parcels 

1. Public Conservation and Recreation Resources 

Town Owned Recreation Resources 

 

Pleasantview Senior Center, 328 North Main Street 

 Built in the early 1900’s – 14,688 sq. feet renovated in 2008 

 1 large auditorium 

 1 industrial size kitchen 

 1 state of the art fitness room – includes 2 treadmills, 1 universal weight machine, 2 

recumbent bikes and 1 elliptical 

 2 bocce courts 

 1 horseshoe pit 

East Longmeadow High School, 180 Maple Street 

 Built in 1960; Building - 191,000 square feet; Parcel – 65 acres 
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 1 large gymnasium and 1 small gymnasium 

 1 auditorium 

 1 cafeteria 

 2 art rooms 

 1 four-lane swimming pool 

 1 synthetic turf field – lined for field hockey, football, lacrosse, and soccer 

 4 grass fields for practice and games 

 2 baseball diamonds 

 1 softball diamond – no longer used by ELHS softball 

 6 tennis courts (New 2015) 

Birchland Park Middle School, 50 Hanward Hill 

 Built in 2000, Building – 132,000 square feet; Parcel – 18.7 acres 

 1 gymnasium 

 1 cafetorium 

 1 television studio 

 1 art room 

 2 softball fields 

 1 soccer field 

 1 walking track 

 1 long jump course 

Mapleshade Elementary School, 175 Mapleshade Avenue 

 Built in 1955; Building – 43,000 square feet; Parcel – 16 acres 

 1 cafetorium 

 1 gymnasium 

 1 outdoor basketball court 

 1 multi use area for games 

 1 playground area and swings 

 1 softball field 

 2 field hockey/lacrosse field/soccer field 

 1 Baseball Field in need of repair. 

Mountain View Elementary School, 77 Hampden Road 

 Built in 1960; Building – 48,800 square feet; Parcel – 18.4 acres 

 1 cafetorium 
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 1 gymnasium 

 1 playground area (new 2016) 

 2 soccer fields 

 1 lacrosse field 

 1 baseball field 

 1 multi use area for games 

Meadowbrook Elementary School, 607 Parker Street 

 Built in 1969; Building 74, 300 square feet; Parcel 17.5 acres 

 1 cafetorium 

 1 gymnasium 

 3 soccer fields 

 1 baseball field 

 1 multi use area for games 

 2 playground areas (1 new in 2016) 

Center Hill Park, 35 School Street       3.3 Acres 

 Field and hill for sledding Little Red Schoolhouse - meeting and exhibit space. Building is 

not accessible. 

Tranghese Park, 27 Euclid Avenue       1.2 Acres 

 Playground equipment and playing field 

 

Center Field, 60 Center Square          5.8 Acres 

 2 baseball fields 1 softball field 1 small pond 

 

Brown/Koch Farm, 64 Hampden Road      70 Acres 

 Community Gardens 

 Potential space for new playing fields 

 Trails for passive recreation 

 Stables and indoor horse ring (currently unused) 

 Brown Farm-Watchaug Meadows, Existing Conditions Assessment and Site 

Development Concepts 

 

Chestnut Street, 64 & 74 Chestnut Street       10 Acres 

Pine Knoll Recreation Area       14 Acres (9.5 in East 

          Longmeadow) 
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Pine Knoll, 1974 Allen Street Springfield, MA 

 Office Building 

 2 Storage Sheds 

 2 Large Activity Buildings 

 Classroom Buildings 

 1 Small Building with Attached garage 

 1 6 Lane Pool with attached wading pool w/ Features 

 1 Tennis Court 

 1 Multi-purpose Court 

 1 Basketball Court 

 1 Badminton Court  

 1 Sand Volleyball Court 

 3 Modified Soccer Fields (U-6) 

 1 45' T-Ball Field 

Heritage Park, 3 Dearborn Street 

 2- Baseball Fields 

 1 – Soccer Field 

 Playground Equipment 

 Used for Skating in the winter 

 Pavilion 

 Dog Park 

 A plan for the area was developed by The Berkshire Design Group, Inc. 

Town Owned Conservation Land 

Vineland-Voyer          11.0 Acres 

This area is located in the midst of the crowded northwestern section of the town and is entirely 
wooded. It is quite swampy in the southern section where a pond is located.  There is no public 
access. 

Lull-Hamlet             3.3 Acres 

This area is also located in the crowded northwestern section of town. It is an uneven sandy area.  
It has a special habitat for sand loving plants. This area has the potential to preserve open space. 

Jarvis Nature Sanctuary                     35.9 Acres 

This beautiful area consists of 20 acres of brushy field with the remainder in mixed hardwood and 
evergreen forest. A brook passing through drains both the sanctuary and a swampy area on the 
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opposite side of Parker Street. Upland game birds including woodcock and wild turkey can be 
found here along with many small mammals, bluebirds and warblers. 

Hampden Road         10.0 Acres 

This parcel is part of an extensive hardwood swamp located behind Hampden Road and Parker 
Street. 

Powerline Strip - Mill Road          12.4 Acres 

This is a wooded parcel that serves as a visual buffer between the power line and Mill Rd. 

Pine Quarry            16.5 Acres 

This area is entirely wooded and contains several old quarries surrounded by high ledges. One 
of the quarries currently has water suitable for fishing. Some trail improvements have been made 
by local Boy Scouts.  It provides an excellent example of the geology underlying the town.  

Watchaug Meadows         281.8 Acres 

This low-lying area of woods and wetlands extends south of Porter Road between Parker Street 
and Kibbe Road and as far south as Hampden Road. It contains small water-filled quarries and 
drains north to the Mill River and south to the Scantic River, via the Watchaug Brook. The area 
is used for nature study, hiking, and cross-country skiing. Adjacent natural areas are threatened 

with residential development. This general area and the state-listed vertebrate species found 
here, are discussed in more detail under "Forest Lands" (No.2.a, above). This area includes five 
contiguous parcels known as the Hoover, Craven, Campbell, Stevens, and Fernwood 
Conservation Areas as well as the Brown Farm and Koch property on Hampden Road. 

Grove Avenue        1.0 Acre, Four Lots 
 
Indian Spring           10.1 Acres 

This is a small wooded area behind the Brownstone Senior Citizens housing development. 

High Pine          3.5 Acres 

This area is entirely hardwood swamp and should be left essentially natural. 

Peachtree Road       1.5 Acres, Four Parcels 

Mary Swords Conservation Area        40.0 Acres 

This area is a hardwood swamp with small but scenic quarries. It occupies the low land east of 
Elm St. and north of Mapleshade Rd. 

Charles Buckingham Conservation Area       23.6 Acres 

This area is hardwood swamp. It occupies the low land east of Parker Street and south of 
Tanglewood Drive. 

Veratti Family Conservation Area       27.0 Acres 

This area of swamp and woods is traversed by Pecousic Brook after it rises in the Indian Spring 
Conservation Area. The area provides flood water storage and wildlife habitat.  It lies between 
Pleasant Street and Hillside Drive. 
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Calkins Avenue Conservation Area       5.5 Acres 

This area of hardwood swamp lies between the end of Calkins Ave and Pecousic Brook, west of 
North Main St. 

 Other Open Town Land (15 Acres) 

Other open town lands include the trash transfer area, water tower, Allen Street landfill, and 

sewage pumping stations, Chestnut Street parcel and other assorted parcels.
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Section 6: Community Vision 

A.  Description of Process  

Open Space Plan Committee 

The East Longmeadow Open Space and Recreation Plan was developed by:  

 The East Longmeadow Planning Board 

 The Recreation Department 

 The Department of Public Works  

 The School Department  

 The Assessors’ Department 

 The Council on Aging  

 The Conservation Commission.  

A Public Hearings was organized on June 9th 2016 (as described earlier in Section 2) to give 

residents the opportunity to provide input.   

Additional comments were received from various groups and are reference in the Endorsement 

letters in the Appendices section.  

 This plan is based on, and supersedes, the 2000 Open Space Plan. 

B. Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals 

The Town population in 2017 was 16,291. The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission has 

projected that East Longmeadow’s population will be saturated at approximately 20,000 

residents. 

In order to maintain its character as a rural/suburban town with a mixed commercial-industrial-

agricultural economy, and to provide for the recreational and open space needs of its residents, 

the Town should  set aside additional portions of its existing open space under legal restriction. 

The 2015 Open Space and Recreation survey results indicate strong support for acquisition of 

additional land for resource protection and recreation, with 89% of the respondents supporting 

the Town’s effort to acquire more land for open space and recreation.  Please see the Open 

Space and Recreation Survey attachment, Appendix B. 

Specific needs include:  

1. Preservation of existing natural areas. 

2. Provision of additional developed recreational areas and playing fields. 

3. Preservation of agricultural land. 

4. Integration of conservation and recreational uses. 

5. Preservation of storm drainage. 

6. Provision of recreational space for elderly residents. 
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7. Special user group needs. 

8. Dual use of facilities for school needs and town recreation. 

Section 7: Analysis of Needs  

A. Existing Resources 

The Town of East Longmeadow currently has 1,172 acres of open space, which consists of town-

owned land, agricultural land, and private recreational land. This represents 14% of the total land 

area of the town. Approximately 1,171 acres of additional private open space land exists with no 

restriction on use other than established zoning and wetlands regulations. These two categories 

combine for a total of 2,343 acres of open space in the Town, or 28% of the total land area. Due 

to development, there has been a decrease of open space of 732 acres since 1986.  569 of the 

total acreage is owned by the Town (total of 6.8% of the total Town area) are actually protected 

from development.  This data is supplied by the Assessors’ Office. 

Sufficient open space is available in the town to meet the needs of the residents for the near 

future, but only if this open space is protected and preserved. Existing legal protections of open 

space in the town are not sufficient to insure that adequate open space will remain available in 

the future, however. The town has no agricultural zoning and none of the agricultural lands in the 

town is restricted under the Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program. Over 50% of the private 

recreational lands are not restricted from development by zoning, and the great bulk of the 

remaining open space is zoned for residential or commercial use, subject only to wetlands 

restrictions. 

Space for team sports in town is limited. Approximately 2,800 children currently participate in team 

sports including soccer, baseball, softball and others. In addition, the limited facilities are also 

used by school teams and adult and senior leagues. The demand for field time is expected to 

increase. It is expected that Town appropriations will be requested in the future for the acquisition 

of additional playing fields. 

B. Summary of Community Needs 

East Longmeadow is a vibrant town that is passionate about recreational activities that benefit 
our residents both physically and mentally.  As our population increases, in both numbers and 
diversity, so, too, does the need for additional recreation programs.  

The Recreation Department struggles to meet the needs of the community.  Due to the lack of 
indoor recreational space, as well as adequate outdoor playing fields, recreational activities and 
programs have to take place in school gymnasiums, classrooms, and a pool at a substantial cost 
to the department. In addition, the department also contracts with a local church at an additional 
cost in order to run basketball games and practices.  

All of these facilities are overused and suffer excessive wear and tear from programs from multiple 
groups. In addition, we are forced to schedule programs and activities within the limitations 
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imposed by another’s calendar that already uses the space for  professional development, 
parent/teacher nights, dances, book fairs and art shows, to name a few.   

Another hindrance to programming, is the CAP (Children at Play) extended school day programs 
in the elementary schools. The CAP program prohibits recreation programs from starting directly 
after school. As a result, our department cannot utilize the gyms until 5:30 p.m. so programs are 
forced to run until 10 p.m. in order to accommodate our residents’ recreational demands.  Sports 
are played in the fall after dark, by using portable diesel powered lights on the sidelines. While 
the portable lights are the solution to lack of appropriately lit fields, it creates an additional financial 
burden on the department.  

There is also a lack of sidewalks in East Longmeadow, which provides challenges for 
pedestrians to safely connect to recreation opportunities without a vehicle. This inhibits instead of 
promotes the positive impacts for individuals and the community of walking and riding a bicycle.   

The Recreation Department is located in a 100-year-old school, which is shared with the Council 
on Aging.  The Department is limited to one classroom with a very limited amount of storage for 
equipment used by 15 sports and programs. The borrowed space does not provide adequate 
room for any offices and is currently used by five employees.  Confidential conversations cannot 
be held and provide a chaotic working space, affecting all of the employees ability to carry out 
their tasks without significant distraction. The public has direct access to all employees since the 
office cannot be safely secured.  

Ten years ago, with capital funds, construction on an administrative office on the Pine Knoll 
Recreation Area began.  The building, which provides space for three staff, is used for summer 
camp was completed in 2017. Unfortunately, it was not built to accommodate the full time winter 
staff and is already too small for the growing department. It has three offices for five full-time staff, 
no meeting space, and the majority of limited storage area is at maximum capacity.  

As a result of these issues and challenges, the Recreation Department is in dire need for a 
recreation center, which will meet the present and growing programming demands for the town 
residents and families. A recreation center would relieve the need to rely on over utilized schools 
and local facilities and financial burden.  It would also provide needed space for staff, increase 
confidentiality and storage needs, as well as increasing the perception and professionalism of our 
office environment. The town owns four properties:  Brown Farm, Center Field, Heritage Park and 
Pine Knoll where a community center could be constructed, but lacks the funding to proceed.  

1. Preservation of Natural Areas 

Natural areas are a part of the rural-suburban character of the Town of East Longmeadow.  They 

are in part responsible for its attractiveness, which attracts new residents and creates a demand 

for high land values.  

In the 1976 Master Plan, it was recommended that the Town should preserve 10-12% of its land 

area in the natural state. At present, only 4.9% of the land area is designated as conservation 

land that is legally protected in the natural state. To meet the goal set in the Master Plan, an 

additional 5-6%, or some 400-500 acres of land, must be protected. This amount of land in the 

natural state is available in the wetlands and forest south of Pease Road. 
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The Watchaug Meadows area provides a habitat for the state-listed species and provides a 

contiguous tract of conservation land for recreational use and storm water storage. Most of this 

area is now owned by the town. 

The area of the town south of Pease Road has a rural nature and the town should consider 

preserving the farmlands in this area. 

The town should actively manage its open space for passive recreational use by cutting and 

maintaining trails. It should also consider forest management to maintain a healthy forest and 

possibly provide revenue to the town. 

2. Provision of General Recreational Areas 

Input from residents and stakeholders have prioritized the use of Open Space recreational areas 

to include the ability to preserve space for golf, team sports, hiking, cross-country skiing, jogging, 

swimming, nature study, leisure, and cycling. At present, swimming in the Town is available at 

the indoor high school pool during limited hours and the Pine Knoll Recreation Area during the 

summer season.  

A need exists for additional fields for team sports in the Town. Such fields require large areas of 

flat, dry land, which is also in demand for residential development. In anticipation of such fields, 

consideration must be given to parking and traffic patterns. These fields will provide recreation 

for an estimated 2800 children, as well as for adult and senior leagues.   

As the Town develops, it is expected that traffic will increase, making cycling on the relatively 

narrow and winding Town roads increasingly dangerous and difficult. Consideration needs to be 

given to providing bicycle lanes or paths in future road widening and improvement projects. The 

Town is registered with Mass DOT as a “complete streets” municipality to qualify for state 

assistance in providing bicycle lanes and sidewalks. Further development of the rail trail should 

also be a priority. 

East Longmeadow has made efforts to connect schools to accessible sidewalks for students. 

There continues to be a need to extend sidewalks throughout the town. Seven roads converge 

into the rotary located at the center of town.  To cross any of these intersections is challenging 

and unsafe.  Areas of sidewalk at the rotary are uneven and lead out into the rotary instead of 

the sidewalk across the street.  Although the Morning Glory Walkers, a senior walking club, 

uses a portion of the sidewalk near the Senior Center, the majority of sidewalks have become 

unsafe.  Due to limited crossing walk signals at the corner of Mapleshade and North Main 

Street, seniors and those living with a disability are unable to walk to the center of town.  

The Town of East Longmeadow has over 45 acres of playing fields. 

Overall, the fields are improving throughout the Town of East Longmeadow. Playing fields 

should have soil analyses be performed annually, fertilizer, weed control and lime added as 

time and funding will permit.  Some fields are irrigated, and a concerted effort has been made 

to upgrade irrigation systems were needed. An irrigation system is currently used at 

Meadowbrook School, Birchland Park Middle School, High School, Center Fields and 
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Heritage Park, Center Islands, COA, Library and Center Islands. The fields that are in good 

shape are Leahy Baseball, Center Softball and the High School stadium along with the 

Varsity Baseball field. 

 An effort has been made in the last five years to improve baseball and softball field conditions. 

There has been an increased focus on grooming skin areas and keeping weed incursion to a 

minimum. Turf to clay lips create an unsafe playing surface and need to be removed from most 

fields. All athletic fields should be aerated a minimum of twice a year because most of East 

Longmeadow’s fields are highly compacted. The DPW has an aerator to provide loosening of 

compacted soils to promote more vigorous turf growth once our new John Deere tractor arrives 

later this year. 

3. Preservation of Agricultural Land 

Agriculture has always been a significant factor in the Town economy, and its presence is an 

important part of the character of the Town. The farmlands in the Town are of high quality and 

produce a wide variety of products for the local market. Several of the farms (Meadowbrook, 

Turnberg, Art’s Berry Farm, The Apple Place, and several pick-your-own operations) sell directly 

to Town residents at the farm location. The 2015 Survey showed that 78% of respondents were 

in favor of preserving farmland.  

To maintain a significant agricultural component in the Town economy and to maintain the rural 

nature of the Town for as long as possible, agricultural uses should be encouraged where 

economically feasible. The Town currently has over 5% of its land area devoted to agricultural 

and there is no perceived need to develop new lands for agricultural purposes. 

The Town currently encourages agriculture through the Chapter 61A property tax relief program 

and by providing some special services to farmers. However, development pressure on 

agricultural land is high. 

Public access to agricultural lands preserved in the Town may be limited by the landowners due 

to liability issues. 

4. Integration of Conservation and Recreational Uses 

Land left in the natural state for conservation and drainage reasons can also provide opportunities 

for appropriate recreational activities, including hiking, cross-country skiing, and nature study, 

provided that the tracts are of sufficient size and that convenient access is provided. Survey 

respondents indicated that a large number of households engage in these activities in the Town.  

Use of land in the natural state for recreation therefore requires that conservation tracts which are 

acquired should be of sufficient size to provide appropriate wildlife habitat and to buffer use areas 

from surrounding developed areas; that they have convenient access from public ways via Town-

owned land or rights-of-way; and that access be well-marked and provided with legal and safe 

parking.  



 

SECTION 7: ANALYSIS OF NEEDS 

 

Page | 59 
 

In particular, it is important that sufficient land be acquired adjacent to wetlands and streams to 

provide for public passage without disturbance of neighboring residents. It is also critical that 

provision be made for control of inappropriate activities, including motorized vehicle use, on lands 

left in their natural state. 

5. Preservation of Storm Drainage 

One of the major functions of the wetlands in East Longmeadow is storage and drainage of storm 

water. This function becomes more important as development continues. This increases the 

runoff from paved and landscaped areas on the higher and drier lands, concentrating in the low-

lying wetlands and streams. It is of great importance that sufficient wetlands and stream drainage 

channels be preserved to handle the runoff predicted for a 100-year storm or 100-year flood, at a 

minimum.  

6. Provision of Senior Recreational Space 

East Longmeadow residents aged 65 and older made up 20.5% of the population in 2017. A large 

number of seniors live in subsidized housing in town. There is a need for additional recreational 

opportunities appropriate to this segment of the population. Safe, accessible areas for walking, 

facilities for lawn sports, and field time for senior athletic leagues are some specific needs that 

have been identified. Heritage Park, due to its proximity to the senior center, should be considered 

a priority for development of safe and accessible recreation areas to maintain a healthy lifestyle, 

such as level sidewalks and outside adaptive exercise equipment.  

7. Special User Group Needs 

People living with disabilities need access to recreational and open space resources. Accessibility 

to existing recreational facilities and those proposed for development should be provided as part 

of any project undertaken. 

8. Dual Use of Facilities for School Needs and Town Recreation 

The School Department hosts several playing fields, outdoor sports facilities, indoor 

gymnasiums, a pool, and numerous spaces, which are available outside of normal school hours. 

These facilities have potential for increased recreational use, provided that security concerns 

can be addressed and that such use does not interfere with their primary educational function.  

The School and Recreation Departments have developed plans for dual use of these facilities.  

These plans are continuously evaluated and revised as needed. 

SCORP and East Longmeadow  

The survey results and the goals of the SCORP exactly reflect what has been going on in East 

Longmeadow. In 2013, the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission produced a report titled Existing 

Conditions Assessment and Site Development Concepts for Brown Farm-Watchaug Meadows, a 

report on the community’s status and its wishes for its future concerning open space and 
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recreation. As in the SCORP, Town residents were an aging population. Maintaining the rural 

Town character was top of the list of resident’s desires. Also important was a sense of community, 

quality schools, open space and individual recreation. The goals of the SCORP also relate well 

to East Longmeadow. The SCORP survey results call for more trails and nature access and call 

for trails to be within a short distance of home. East Longmeadow has GPS’d trails on the Brown 

Farms open space area. The information is also available at the Recreation Department.  

 

In terms of the needs of special groups, the teenagers in Town have been instrumental in clearing 

and marking trails. The boy scouts have no only cleared trail, but they also have built and installed 

exercise structures and benches along the Brown Farm trails and aided in mapping the trails using 

GPS and installing signage to better direct hikers/walkers. The East Longmeadow Council on 

Aging offers a walking program for seniors called the Morning Glory Walkers, which has been 

active since 1987. Many members of the Conservation Commission and Open Space Committee 

are seniors. Underprivileged Town residents have access to all Town open space and recreational 

areas which are either within walking distance or reachable via bus transport. Programs in the 

Recreation Department that cost money can be access via a scholarship fund available for needy 

residents. 

Management Needs 

East Longmeadow’s Department of Public Works acts in collaboration with the Conservation 

Commission for the inspection and removal of trees that are at risk of falling as well as the removal 

of fallen debris obstructing trails and recreation areas. Recreation facilities and services cost 

money and the budget cuts experienced at all levels of government due to the economic 

recession. Current budget reductions are forcing the Department of Public Works, Recreation and 

the Conservation Commission to examine how they manage open space in Town efficiently while 

still providing the public with safe quality recreation areas. These budgetary constraints are 

influencing management practices in three distinct ways: 

1. Optimization of Existing Resources: Because of the reduction in manpower and 

maintenance supplies, the DPW and Recreation Department must make optimum 

use of its remaining resources in order to sustain a high level of service. This will 

be accomplished through increased productivity and efficiency, made possible by 

improved scheduling and maintenance procedures, the use of new technology and 

the replacement of obsolete maintenance equipment. 

 

2. Citizen Involvement: Participation in the “Adopt a Park” Program by residents and 

private organization could be a great success that will assist the Department of 

Public Works and department of Recreation by alleviating some of its maintenance 

responsibility. The program could be designed to have neighborhood groups 

provide park clean-ups and security watches. This type of citizen involvement 

instills a sense of pride in participants, which in turn reduces the incidence of 

vandalism in neighborhood recreation areas. 

 



 

SECTION 7: ANALYSIS OF NEEDS 

 

Page | 61 
 

3. New Funding Sources: The Department of Public Works and Recreation 

departments may need to rely more heavily on fees and private donations to pay 

for recreation land improvements. New funding sources will need to be identified to 

manage non-point source pollution in compliance with EPA’s NPDES program. 

Clean water benefits all of our open spaces as well as the health of our community. 
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Section 8: Goals and Objectives 

These goals and objectives were developed by the Open Space Committee in 2019, based on a 

comparison of the existing resources and the evaluation of future needs given in Section 7 of this 

report. Where the evaluation of needs indicated that current town resources or institutions were 

insufficient to meet the identified need, goals and objectives were formulated to provide those 

resources. The completed statement of goals was then discussed at a public meeting to insure 

that the identified goals were acceptable to the Town. 

The five goals, which were identified, are as follows: 

1. Preserve open space, scenic areas, and rare plant and animal habitat to maintain 
the open character of the Town. 

Objective 1 A: Identify key unprotected lands which should be preserved to maintain 

a minimum of 12% open space in the natural state in the Town and take appropriate 

action to preserve their open and natural character. 

2. Preserve sufficient public open space to support the current and projected levels 

of outdoor recreation and team sports with the maximum projected population of 

the Town. 

Objective 2A: -Determine the amount of publicly accessible open space 

necessary to maintain the current level of outdoor recreation and team sports in 

the Town at the maximum population level projected for the Town. 

Objective 2B: Identify the key unprotected lands, which should be preserved to 

achieve this amount of publicly accessible land and take appropriate action to 

preserve them. 

Objective 2C: Integrate educational and recreational uses of all town lands, 

including school, conservation, and recreation lands. 

3. Support existing agricultural operations to maintain a significant farming 

component in the Town economy for as long as reasonably possible. 

Objective 3A: Identify the economically viable farmlands that are significant to 

the Town. 

Objective 3B: Maintain the Town commitment to support agriculture through 

appropriate tax structures and by-laws. 

Objective 3C: Educate residents about the value of existing farm operations to 

the town and support efforts to increase sales of locally produced farm products. 

4. Integrate conservation and recreation activities. 
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Objective 4A: Preserve sufficient lands adjacent to wetlands to allow appropriate 

recreational use, e.g., hiking, nature study, and cross-country skiing. 

Objective 4B: Provide public access to conservation lands via well-marked 

rights of way, publish maps of conservation areas, and publicize the existence of 

the areas. 

5. Provide and integrate open space and recreation areas for older adults and 

individuals living with disabilities. 

Objective 5A:  Identify and create or modify areas that can be made accessible 

for this population
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Section 9: Seven-Year Action Plan 

This section provides an outline of the actions that must be taken over the next seven years 

(2020-2026) in order to meet the goals and objectives noted in Section 8.  

Donations and grants are the preferred funding sources to acquire open space. These would 

include the state LAND program and the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. The state 

LAND program is open to any community with a duly constituted Conservation Commission and 

provides reimbursements of up to 70% for the cost of land acquisition for wildlife habitat, 

forestland, trail connectors and farmland. The federal Land and Water Conservation Fund provide 

reimbursements of up to 50% for the acquisition and/or development of outdoor recreation 

facilities. The Town in carrying out this five-year plan will utilize these programs to the fullest 

extent possible. 

Pursuant to Massachusetts General Law, new developments may be required by the Planning 

Board to dedicate open space and preserve farmland as another low-cost means of achieving 

these goals. 

To the extent permitted by the state and federal constitutions, the regulation of development by 

the Town should require developers to dedicate certain parcels of open space to both public and 

quasi-public use. The Planning Board has required developers to maintain open space in 

residential subdivisions, but most of that space has been subject to only private access. It should 

be recognized, however, that even privately controlled open space enhances the rural and open 

character of those parts of the Town that are abundant in open space.  

This type of open space preservation, places no demands on public funds, either for acquisition 

or for maintenance. The landowner, whose property is restricted, is responsible to maintain the   

property. Regulatory creation of open space in this manner is effective only for a portion of a tract 

proposed for development since the Town cannot prohibit development on the entire   parcel 

without properly compensating the landowner. 

Survey responses indicate that after the low-cost options of donations and grants, Town 

appropriations from taxation are the favored means of funding open space acquisition. User fees 

and a possible real estate transfer tax were the least favored funding options. 

Seven Year Plan Summary  

Year 1 (FY2020) 

1. Preserve 100 acres of land in the natural state. (Goals 1, 2) 

2. Identify additional land for playing fields and seek funding for such land acquisition. 

(Goal 2)  

3. Explore acquiring an additional segment of the abandoned railroad right-of-way for a 

multi-use path. Implement Complete Streets in future road improvements and 

developments. (Goal 2) 
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Year 2 (FY2021) 

1. Identify economically viable farmlands that are significant to the Town. Identify sources 

of funding for agricultural marketing support efforts. (Goal 3) 

2. Establish a farmers’ market in the town. (Goal 3) 

3. Implement options for improved access to Heritage Park and Heritage Park Blackman 

Pond (Goal 5) 

4. Implement phase 1 of the Heritage Park improvement plan. (Goal 2) 

Year 3 (FY2022) 

1. Preserve 100 acres of land in the natural state. (Goals 1,2) 

2. Develop a management plan for conservation lands. (Goals 1,2,4) 

3. Obtain funding, acquire additional land for playing fields, and begin developing new 

playing fields. (Goal 2) 

 

Year 4 (FY 2023) 

1. Obtain funding and support agriculture-related marketing events. (Goal 3) 

2. Mark and publicize access points to public lands. (Goal 4) 

3. Implement at least one option for improved access to Heritage Park (Goal 5) 

4. Implement phase 2 of the Heritage Park improvement plan. (Goal 2) 

Year 5 (FY2024) 

1. Preserve 100 acres of land in the natural state. (Goals 1,2) 

2. Re-evaluate playing field needs and continue developing new playing fields. (Goal 2) 

3. Obtain funding and support agriculture-related marketing events (Goal 3) 

 

Year 6 (FY 2025) 

1. Identify and develop a specific plan for improved access to conservation lands. (Goal 

4) 

2. Implement phase 3 of the Heritage Park improvement plan. (Goal 2)  

3. Preserve 100 acres of land in the natural state. (Goals 1,2) 

4. Continue developing new playing fields. (Goal 2) 

5. Seek funding for trail improvements in conservation areas. (Goal 4) 

6. Obtain funding and support agriculture-related marketing events (Goal 3) 

 

Year 7 (FY 2026) 

1. Implement phase 4 of the Heritage Park improvement plan. (Goal 2) 

2. Preserve 100 acres of land in the natural state. (Goals 1,2) 

3. Implement plans for trail improvements in conservation areas. (Goal 4) 

4. Obtain funding and support agriculture-related marketing events (Goal 3) 

5. Implement phase 5 of the Heritage Park improvement plan. (Goal 2) 

6. Begin preparing the next 7-year open space plan. 
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Plan Details by Goals 

Goal 1: Preserve open space, scenic areas, and rare plant and animal habitat to maintain 

the open character of the town. 

The Town should acquire conservation easements or title to approximately 100 acres of lands in 

their natural state during each year covered by this plan so that at the end of 7 years the goal of 

12% of the Town preserved in the natural state is attained. 

The key unprotected open lands in their natural state in the town are, in rough order of 

importance: 

1. The abandoned railroad right-of-way running north-south through town both north and 

south of the existing rail-trail. 

2. The natural lands south of Pease and Denslow Roads to the Connecticut border. 

3. Lands adjacent to existing conservation areas. 

  

The Town will actively pursue extension of the Rail-trail.  Acquisition in the area south of Pease 

Rd. should be more selective allowing for some residential development but preserving those 

areas less suitable for development.  

Funding: Funding for acquisition should be through grants and taxation, unless the lands can be 

acquired by tax-title or gift. Since much of the proposed acquisition consists of wetlands with 

minimal commercial or residential value, the cost should be acceptable to the Town. It must be 

recognized that public acquisition of open space lands implies public responsibility for their 

upkeep. Along with funds for the initial acquisition of the lands, the Town must allocate additional 

public works or conservation funds for the maintenance of the properties on an ongoing basis. 

The rail corridor is of the highest priority due to its potential breakup and sale to abutters. 

Acquisition of the remainder of this corridor will create a greenway linking the town center, parks 

and recreation areas. This will offer users a safe recreation trail for biking and hiking and provide 

easy access to several natural areas. 

The lands south of Pease and Denslow Roads are important to preserve the rural nature of the 

southern part of the Town and to buffer the significant farmlands in this area. Selected tracts are 

of the next highest priority for acquisition to preserve the outstanding views from the highlands 

just to the north, and to preserve the low population density in the Pease Rd area. Large, unbroken 

tracts of land in their natural state are still available in this area. 

Lands adjacent to existing conservation areas should be acquired as they become available, in 

order to expand the area protected and to link isolated areas. Specific areas where this can be 

done include Pine Quarry, the wetlands east of Elm St., and the Mill River drainage. 
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Goal 2: Preserve sufficient public open space to support the current level of outdoor 

recreation as well as the maximum projected population growth. 

Protection of the lands identified under Goal 1, above, will provide sufficient open space for the 

projected saturation population to pursue recreational activities consistent with the natural state 

of these areas. 

The number of playing fields currently available is inadequate for current demand and as the 

population expands, provision of additional playing fields for team sports will be necessary. 

Specific needs have been identified for additional soccer, lacrosse, football, baseball and softball 

fields of various sizes. At a minimum, it will be necessary to preserve the existing playing fields, 

and in particular, those recreational facilities that are located in the industrial park and schools 

and are privately owned. Some formal arrangement with the companies and schools that own 

these fields may be necessary to insure their continued availability, or the Recreation Department 

may need to replace them with Town-owned fields elsewhere in the Town. Suitable sites for 

additional fields should be identified and funding should be sought for their acquisition and 

development. 

The School and Recreation Departments should work together to integrate use of school ball 

fields, tracks, and community facilities. Construction costs of new fields on school lands should 

be shared between the departments. New programs should be created for senior citizens through 

Parks & Recreation and the Council on Aging, on school property. Ways should be found to share 

maintenance of fields by the various departments. Departments and independent athletic 

associations should work together to integrate the use of school and recreation fields for team 

sports. The undeveloped 19.7-acre tract of school-owned land behind Heritage Park should be 

considered for development of team sports fields prior to future school construction. 

The Town should include provision for safe, convenient bicycle traffic in any future widening or 

improvement of town arteries. The Planning Board should consider requiring bicycle lanes or 

paths in new developments.  

OSRP Committee, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Town Council, CPC 

Committee 

Funding: None 

Goal 3: Support existing agricultural operations to maintain a significant farming 

component in the Town economy for as long as reasonably possible. 

The following farms have been identified as significant to the Town. They are listed for 

supportive action based on the amount of development pressure currently being exerted on 

them, their significance to the Town, and the voiced concerns of Town residents. Other 

agricultural lands not listed should also be considered for support on a case-by-case basis. 

1. The Wiejec Farm, Porter Road 

2. The Meadowbrook Farm, Somers Road 
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3. The Valonen Farm, Parker Street 

4. Forbes Farm, Somers Road 

5. The Red Barn Farm, Pease Road 

6. The fields on Markham Road 

7. The Apple Place 

8. The Fitzgerald Farm on Porter Road 

9. The farm at 96 Parker Street 

10. East Meadow Farm on Parker Street 

11. The former Pomeroy Farm at 244 Hampden Road 

The Conservation Commission, Planning Board and other town bodies should immediately 

begin to identify sources of funding for publicity and education about local farms and their 

benefits. Working with local farmers and business organizations, the Town should prepare a 

publicity and education plan to promote local farms and their products. The Town Council and 

the Board of Public Works should continue to support agricultural operations in town as much as 

possible. The Town will encourage farmers to apply for Agricultural Preservation Restrictions. 

The Town will explore the passage of a “Right to Farm” bylaw. 

Conservation Commission, Planning Board, Town Council, DPW  

Funding: State funds, CPC funds 

Goal 4: Integrate conservation and recreation activities 

Include sufficient land adjacent to wetlands and streams to provide for public passage without 

disturbance of neighboring residents and to provide public access to the lands, when land or 

conservation easements are acquired as outlined under Goal 1. 

Provide for control of inappropriate activities, including motorized vehicle use, in lands left in their 

natural state. 

Clearly mark public access to existing and newly acquired lands and provide legal parking at 

points of access. Improve accessibility by developing and maintaining trail systems in Town 

owned conservation areas. 

 OSRP Committee, Conservation Commission 

 Funding: CPC funds 

Goal 5: Provide for the open space needs of older adults. 

Provide an outdoor area or areas with smooth, level walking paths where older adults can 

exercise. Areas that can potentially be used for these purposes include Heritage Park, Pine Knoll, 

Tranghese Park, Center Hill Park, and the Pleasantview Senior Center. 

Steps should be taken to limit conflicting uses, as by bicycles. Emphasis should be given to 

recreation areas easily accessible from the Pleasantview Senior Center and the several elderly 
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housing developments. If the rail-trail is extended north of Maple Street, access should be 

provided from the Pleasantview Senior Center. Senior athletic teams should be given access to 

town-owned playing fields and sports facilities on an equal footing with other users of these areas. 

Heritage Park should be made more accessible by removing barriers to entry by those with 

mobility restrictions. The feasibility of providing an accessible point for fishing in Heritage Park 

Blackman Pond should be studied. 

COA, Planning Board, OSRP Committee 

Funding: State funds, CPC Funds 
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Figure 13 7-Year Action Plan Summary 
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Section 11: Chapter 61, 61A & 61B Properties 

CHAPTER 61 - FORESTRY 

Parcel Street # Street Acreage 

75 13 0 363 Parker Street 10.06  

CHAPTER 61A – AGRICULTURE 

Parcel Street # Street Acreage 

66 33 0    540  Somers Road 15.43  

78 13 0   96 Parker Street 12.48  

79 22 0 141 Meadowbrook Road 32.89  

36 7 0 160 Mapleshade Avenue 3.92 

36 7A 0  Mapleshade Avenue 

– North side 

22.52  

32 32 0 311 Pease Road 5.78 

32 39 0  Pease Road 45.20  

32 42 0  Pease Road 57.17  

81 1 0 56  Somerville Road 19.35  

35 24 0  Elm Street 20.10  

77 60 0 135 Parker Street 8.60  

79 6A 1 583 Somers Road 26.92  

72 10A 

0 

 Markham Road 94.12  

                                   
91 1 B 

 Parker Street                                    
33.58  
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CHAPTER 61B – RECREATION 

Parcel Street # Street Acreage 

67 11 B 60 Pease Road 7.00 

69 12 0 105 Somersville Road 109.65 

58 40 0 380 Porter Road 27.13 

                    58 40A 0 360 Porter Road 16.72 

43 33 0 526 Prospect Street 13.95 

 78 1 0 16 Meadowbrook Road 11.00 
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Appendix A: Land by Ownership 

 A-1: Town –Owned Land 

 A-2: Privately –Owned Land 

 A-3: Chapterland Privately –Owned Lane under Chapters 61, 61A & 61B 

Appendix B. Public Survey (conducted online) 

Appendix C. Agenda and Materials from OSRP Visioning Session, June 9th 2016 

Appendix D. ADA Self-Evaluation 

Appendix E. “Executive Summary” Brown Farm- Watchaug Meadows 

Appendix F: Endorsement Letters 
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1. Vineland-Voyer Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

4A-10-
460 

Vineland 
Av 

.382 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Limited No Yes Permanent 

4A-11-
450 

Vineland 
Av 

.269 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No Yes Permanent 

4A-12-
456 

Voyer Av .23 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 

4A-13-
417 

Patterson 
Av 

.23 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

4A-14-
453 

Voyer Av .514 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No Yes Permanent 

4A-15-
416 

Patterson 
Av 

.092 None Residential Conservation Average Wetlands No No Permanent 

4A-16-
412 

Patterson 
Av 

.275 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 

4A-17-
406 

Patterson 
Av 

.421 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

15C-5-
440 

Vineland 
Av 

1.22 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No Yes Permanent 

15C-10-
420 

Patterson 
Av 

.69 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 

3A-1-
919 

Nigara St .56 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 

3A-10-
958 

Vineland 
Av 

.11 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No Yes Permanent 

 

2. Lull-Hamlet Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 
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2C-10-
388 

Lull St .624 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Possible 
Trails 

No Limited Permanent 

2-1-0 Gerrard 
Av 

2.70 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Possible 
Trails 

No Limited Permanent 

 

3. Grove Ave Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

15B-7-
283 

Grove Av 1.37 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 

 

4. Calkins Ave Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

26-18-0 Calkins Av 5.5 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No Yes Permanent 
 

5. Mary Swords Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

35-23-B Elm St 38.8 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Fair Limited No Yes Permanent 

 

6. Veratti Family Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

37-41B-B Pleasant 
St 

27.00 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 
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7. Indian Spring Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

39-29-0 Rear 
Indian 

Spring Rd 

10.1 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

 

8. Pine Quarry Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

42-12-0 Rear 
Chestnut 

St. 

16.5 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

 

9. Jarvis Nature Sanctuary  

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

61-23-0 Parker St 35.9 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Hiking & 
Trails 

No Yes Permanent 

 

10. Hampden Road Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

90-7-0 Hampden 
Rd 

10.00 None Residential Conservation Fair Wetlands No No Permanent 

 

11. Mill Road Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

92-13-0 Mill Rd 12.65 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 
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92-13A-0 Rear Mill 
Rd 

2.45 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Wetlands No No Permanent 

 

12. Norcross Kibbe Quarry  

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

52-18-0 Kibbe Rd 4.5 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Average Limited 
Easement 
to Grid & 
Gas Lines 

No Yes Partial 

 

13. Watchaug Meadows Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

50-11A-
0 

Kibbe Rd 62.73 None Residential Conservation Average Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

50-48-0 Kibbe Rd 24.72 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

51-12-0 Kibbe Rd 37.70 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

52-22-0 Kibbe Rd 10 None Residential Conservation Average Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

63-10A-
0 

Kibbe Rd 10.69 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

63-10B-
0 

Rear 
Fernwood 
Dr 

9.62 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

62-11-
54A 

Fernwood 
Dr 

7.28 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No Yes Permanent 

61-66-0 Parker St 22.81 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 
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49-48A-
0 

Rear 
Porter 

20.12 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No No Permanent 

49-99-A Pilgrim Dr .03 None Residential Conservation Fair Lots of 
Wetlands 

No Yes Permanent 

49-108-
10A 

41 
Mayflower 

.59 None Residential East 
Longmeadow  

Fair Wetlands No Yes Partial 

 

14. Brown-Koch Farm 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

53-
25A-0 

386 
Somers 
Rd 

30.79 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Wetlands No Limited Permanent 

65-9-
F-R 

64 
Hampden 
Rd 

8.23 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Hiking/Comm. 
Garden 

CPA 
FUNDS 

Limited Permanent 

65-2-
G 

Rear 
Hampden 
Rd 

36.75 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Possible Trails CPA 
FUNDS 

Limited Permanent 

 

15. Torcia Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

48-100-
31 

Porter  Rd 6.5 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Possible 
Trails 

No No Permanent 

 

16. High Pine Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

61-46A-
35 

50 High 
Pine Cr 

.90 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Limited No Yes Permanent 
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74-1A-C Parker St 3.29 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

74-25-19 47 High 
Pine Cr 

.77 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Connectivity No Yes Permanent 

 

17. Charles Buckingham Conservation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

73-42-
0 

Tanglewood 
Rd 

8.66 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Wetlands No Yes Permanent 

74-7A-
0 

Rear Parker 
St 

5.20 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Wetlands No No Permanent 

74-8-B Rear 
Peachtree 
Rd 

3.34 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

87-35-
0 

Rear 
Tanglewood 
Dr 

6.00 Passive 
Rec 

Residential Conservation Average Isolated No No Permanent 

 

18. Heritage Park-Blackman Pond Recreation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

13-23-0 391 North 
Main St 

46.12 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Athletic 
Fields, 

Recreation 
Center 

No Yes Partial 

12B-61-
203 

Gates Av .7 Passive 
Rec 

Residential  East 
Longmeadow 

Good No No No Partial 

12B-23-0 Gates Av 19.42 Passive 
Rec  

Residential E. L. School Good No No No Partial 

 

19. Tranghese Park- Recreation Area 
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MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

2B-7-444 51 
Lombard 
Av 

.37 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Good Park- 
Picnic 
Area 

No Yes Partial 

2B-19-
450 

Mereline 
Av 

.19 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Good Park-
Picnic 
Area 

No Yes Partial 

23-6-441 Euclid Av .19 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Good Park-
Picnic 
Area 

No Yes Partial 

 

20. Center Field-Town Center 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

27-1-0 Shaker 
Rd 

7.86 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Ball Field No Yes Partial 

27-1A-0 Shaker 
Rd 

.25 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Ball Field No Yes Partial 

 

21. Center Hill Park 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 
 

27-139-0 35 
School 

St 

1.00 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Good Walking 
area 

No Yes Partial 

 

22. Pine Knoll Recreation Area 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

46-30-0 Allen St 5.99 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Playground CPA 
Funds 

Yes Partial 
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58-8-0 Parker 
St 

3.35 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Good No No No Partial 

46-29-0 Parker 
St 

.89 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Good No No No Partial 

 

23. Redstone Rail Trail 

MBLU Address Acreage Current 
Use 

Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

27-181-0 Maple St 3.4 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Rail Trail No Yes Partial 

19-33-0 Industrial 
Dr 

3.35 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Rail Trail No Yes Partial 

18-40-0 Chestnut 
St 

.89 Passive 
Rec 

Residential East 
Longmeadow 

Excellent Rail Trail No Yes Partial 
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Tax-Exempt Land: 
Franconia Golf Course 

MBLU Address Acreag
e 

Current Use Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

4-54-0 Westwood 
Av 

71 Active Rec Residential Springfield 
City of 

Excellent Golf No Yes Partial 

 
Recreation Land: 
Portion of Redstone  Rail Trail 

MBLU Address Acreage Current Use Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

20-4-0 Denslow Rd 3.68 Passive Rec Residential Cartamundi Excellent Rail Trail No Yes Partial 
 

Elmcrest Golf Course (Also included under Chapterland Table) 

MBLU Address Acreage Current Use Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

69-12-0 105 
Somersville 

Rd 

109 Passive Rec Residential Meadows 
Holding  

Excellent Golf No Yes Partial-61B 

 

Fenway Golf and Batting Cages (Also included under Chapterland Table) 

MBLU Address Acreage Current Use Zone Management Condition Recreation 
Potential 

Grant Access Protection 

58-40-0 Allen St 28.63 Passive Rec Residential Fisk Excellent Golf No Yes Partial-61B 

58-40A-0 Porter Rd 18.72 Passive Rec Residential Fisk Excellent Golf Batting 
Cages 

No Yes Partial-61B 
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Parcel Total 
Lot Size 

Land under 
Chapter 

Street Zoning Chapter 
Designation 

Protected Residentially 
Occupied or 
Vacant 

75-13-0 10.97 10.06 363 Parker St Residential 61 Semi Res Occupied 

66-33-0 15.43 15.43 
 

540 Somers Rd Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

78-13-0 19.35 19.35 
 

96 Parker St Residential 61A Semi Vacant w/farm 
building 

79-22-0 32.89 31.89 141 Meadowbrook Rd Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

36-7-0 4.83 3.92 160 Mapleshade Rd Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

36-7A-0 25.42 25.42 Mapleshade Rd Residential 61A Semi Vacant 

32-32-0 6.69 5.78 311 Pease Rd Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

32-39-0 45.20 45.20 Pease Rd Residential 61A Semi Vacant 

32-42-0 57.17 57.17 Pease Rd Residential 61A Semi Vacant 

81-1-0 20.26 19.35 56 Somersville Rd Residential 61B Semi Res Occupied 

35-24-0 20.10 20.10 Elm St Residential 61A & 61B Semi Vacant 

77-60-0 10.00 8.60 135 Parker St Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

91-1-B 32.97 32.97 Parker St Residential 61A Semi Vacant 

79-6A-1 26.92 26.92 583 Parker St Residential 61A Semi Vacant w/farm 
building 

72-10A-0 94.12  94.12  Markham Rd Residential 61A & 61B Semi Vacant 

67-11-B 8.00 7.00 60 Pease Rd Residential 61B Semi Res Occupied 

43-33-0 15.75 13.95 526 Prospect St Residential 61B Semi Res Occupied 

78-1-0 12.00 11.00 16 Meadowbrook Rd Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

43-20-0 17.3 12.62 243 Pease Rd Residential 61B Semi Res Occupied 

 

Also under Chapter land –Previously noted as Privately Owned Recreation Land 

Parcel Total Lot 
Size 

Land under 
Chapter 

Street Zoning Chapter 
Designation 

Protected Residentially 
Occupied or Vacant 
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69-12-0 109 109 105 Somersville Rd Residential 61B Semi Comm building 

58-40-0 28.63 27.13 380 Porter Rd Residential 61B Semi Comm Building 

58-40A-0 18.72 16.72 360 Porter Rd Residential 61A Semi Res Occupied 

 

LAND UNDER AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION RESTRICTION AND CONSERVATION RESTRICTIONS 
 There are no parcels of land in East Longmeadow which have an Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) or Conservation 

Restriction.  

 
STATE-OWNED LAND 

 The state does not owned any land in East Longmeadow. 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix E:
"Executive Summary"

Brown Farm-Watchaug 
Meadows





Appendix F:
Endorsement Letters
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